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Well this is an interesting winter, isn’t it - the bees don’t seem to realise that it would be a good idea for them
to take a break from breeding - at least long enough to give me a chance to treat them with oxalic acid - and
they are eating their way through several kilos of fondant. With the carnica bees it seems to be a chicken
and egg situation - if I feed them they breed and if I don’t they risk starving. The hybrids seem to be much
better and have formed a nice clusters - and they are working they way through the winter stores in a nice
ordered fashion. The Italians seem well behaved too. Have you noticed a different between the races ?
On the other hand I have to admitt that I do like being warm - so the warm winter does have some good
points. I hope you are enjoying your warm winter.
I’ve been really pleased by the number of members sending in their booking forms for the annual conference
at Bishop Burton this year -the day looks very promising with very good speakers - and of course we always
get fed very well by the college. The speakers are all practical beekeepers - the international speaker has lots
of real hands-on experience and is able to relate this to the detailed biology of the honeybees - the UK
speakers deal with the same issues as you and me ; all are cheerful and friendly people who you will enjoy
meeeting.
I would also advise you to book for the Mead Day if you haven’t already done so - the application form is
included below. If you want to learn how to make top quality mead then this could be a day well spent.
I’ve decided to leave the bee breeding articles until next month. Leeds and Bradford BKA’s have sent in
articles and I’m hoping we may get more. We do have some nice articles on brood space and floors plus the
usual month ahead and beekeepers diary sections. Also look out for details of Ron Hoskins talk - varroa
resistance is here ! It would be great to receive a few more letters and articles - so please get your pens out
(actually emails are better and save me lots of typing).
It may be difficult on these rainy days but do smile and think positively about the joys of beekeeping that
await us in the coming months.
Good Beekeeping.
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JOBS IN THE APIARY
FOR FEBRUARY
I would like to start my monthly article by replying to a few members comments and emails on previous
monthly articles by saying that many of the monthly things to do within the apiary are by no means set in
stone, intended more as a guide as apposed to must do’s. They will vary with several factors affecting them,
weather conditions in your own area, the position of the apiary, whether it’s in a sheltered or an exposed
position and where you are geographically positioned throughout the county; Yorkshire is a very large
county with a very variable climate within it. All these factors have to be taken into consideration when
reading my articles and then relate the information given to your own particular area and conditions at the
time. Also to the type of bees you may have, Buckfast, Carniolan, Italian or the Native black bees. All are
very different and act in very differing ways to climate conditions and other factors. I look to you to decide. I
am based in the south east of the county on the south east side of the N.Lincs border. The weather in my
own area is very often milder than others, so my hives may be a little ahead of other hives or in some cases a
little behind. I will endeavour to give you the things to look for and how to proceed throughout the season
but it all comes down to how you yourself interpret the information and relate it to your own circumstances,
bees and apiary micro-climate.
You must learn to look at your hives and bees and judge the activity within the colony for yourself based on
the activity you find within your own apiary and area after reading my what to do articles and adapt them to
your own situations. These are monthly guide lines for the less experienced beekeepers and possible pointers
for others to adopt also.
For this month, have the bees from your hives
been flying a little more with some of the mild
spells some of us have encountered, are they a
little more active than last month and when you
remove the crown board on a nice warm calm
day are the bees within the colony looking more
active and moving about the hive with a little
more vigour than last month when set in a
dormant cluster as when the weather is very
cold? If so this is one of the first indications that
the queen is starting to lay again after her short
break when the weather was very cold and the
bees were in a tight cluster. On the other hand
your bees may still be in a tight cluster situation
and your bees may take a little longer to come to
this active stage.
If they are more active, do not however under any circumstances disrupt the colony by moving frames or
trying to look within the brood area at all for it is still far too early and you may chill the very small area of
brood produced by your queens or even kill her and the bees. At this time of year the brood area may only
be 1 or 2 inches across at the most and on one frame only, just enough to allow the hive to tick over. By
producing this area of brood the queen is reasserting her dominance within the colony and she starts to emit
extra pheromones that reassure the workers she is still active and bonding the workers to her unique scents
within the individual hive
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All you have to do at this time is to check the food situation on a very regular basis and try to access the
stores within the colony on a weekly or fortnightly basis, for the bees can and will when more active go
through stores at a much faster rate. If you think the stores are light then feed them with a fondant or bee
candy, by placing it directly above the bees and not on top of a box too high over the bees where it will do
no good what so ever.
If you use fondant, a small amount of pollen substitute can be mixed with the fondant before giving it to
your bees. This can be purchased from your bees equipment suppliers and in most cases comes with full
instructions on how to use. This further encourages the queen to lay and start to build up the colony.
Sometimes when you check your hives with a super on the top of the brood box, you may find all the bees
are at the front or at the back of the brood box, and the stores in the frames directly above the bees are
empty whilst the frames in the other half of the box are still full. In this case I would turn the box around
end for end so the food source is directly over the bees for ease of access to the food supply. Other than this
leave them well alone to get on with it with as little disruption as possible.
I like to sit a while in the apiary on a nice sunny day when the bees are flying and just watch them as they go
about their business; you may even see one or two bringing back pollen into the hive even in February from
early dandelions, hazel-catkins and pussy willow due to the mild spells we have just encountered this winter.
All these are great signs and show that the queen is starting to lay eggs again and the colony is coming alive
again.
One other thing I would suggest you do at
this time of year is to check your slider
regularly if your on a mesh floor system by
pulling it completely out and cleaning off
any debris or sometimes mould that will
have accumulated over the winter months.
When you do this though have a good close
look at what is present on the slider before
you clean it off, for you can learn a great
deal by checking through the debris. There
may be the odd mite if you haven’t treated
with oxalic acid or another varroa treatment
earlier on. This reminds you to treat as early
in spring as possible and check properly
nearer to spring time, jot it down. There
may also be trails left by the lava of wax
moth if they are present within the frames of
your colonies or even the odd lava or chrysalis or even a moth itself on the board alive or dead, if it’s alive
kill it before it breeds or does any more damage. This is also another reminder to check and possibly treat as
soon as possible to eradicate the problem.. In some cases where a mouse has managed to get in to the colony
you may find mouse droppings on the slider. All these things you may find remind you what you need to do
to eradicate such things happening in the future, so jot them down.
I find that even at this time of year when you think there is very little to do in the apiary itself it is always a
good thing to take your very important note book with you. Number the hives and write down anything you
need to do opposite the hive number in case you forget later on. If your hives aren’t numbered then this time
of year is the ideal time to do it, it saves so much trouble if you can keep a reference of what you have done
to each colony and what needs to be done. Also by keeping records like this you can access each colony for
their cleanliness along with how they progress through the winter, the stores it goes through and other
important factors. Remember each colony is different and by looking back through your notes it gives you
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the edge when assessing future manipulations throughout the coming season, and helps access how the queen
has done throughout the season. Is she a strong queen, is she and this colony suitable to breed from; did she
produce lots of offspring constantly throughout the year and did they over winter well? By looking back
through notes produced at the time of each inspection all these things can be accessed accurately so again
keep records.
On a dry day this is also a good
time to coat the outsides of your
hives with a wood preserve
treatment to see it through to next
year whilst there are still only a few
bees flying and the disruption is to a
minimum.
If you felt last year your hive or
hives required more space between
them or you wish to change the
layout of your apiary, then this is
also the ideal time of year to do so
with the minimum of disruption
before all the bees start to forage,
allowing them to orientate to the
new position when they do so. If
you’re planning to increase the
number of hives within your apiary
in the coming year then draw out a
plan beforehand ensuring all the hives have sufficient space and eliminate drifting by not placing them in a
straight line, but in a staggered pattern or even every two hives placed back to back so you can use the lid of
the one your not working on as a table to place things on whilst doing your inspections on the other.
Make sure you have them all high enough to work without giving you back ache, nothing worse than having
hives placed just off the floor and every time you do an inspection it gives you backache after going through
only one or two hives. Make stands relevant to your height now and place all the hives on them at this time of
year. You should be looking to get all your hives with the entrance at or just above knee height; this will
considerably reduce the backache situation. When you lay out the apiary ensure your numbers within the
apiary are in order 1-2-3-4 and so on to avoid confusion when writing up your hive notes.
Finally, continue repairing any damaged or broken hive parts, and building up frames in readiness for the
season to come, hopefully all of your colonies will survive the next few months into spring
Happy Beekeeping
Dave Shannon
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Palletised jars offer the very best prices, so why not join together to buy a
pallet and box your own.
For details of our Spring Saving’s across 12oz Hex, 1lb plain & fancy Honey jars
(palletised) contact Gemma on 0113 2350662 today!
All shapes & sizes of jars are available in bulk pallet quantities. Email
gemma.foley@spinks.co.uk for more information
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Education & Training

Examinations and Assessments Closing Dates for Applications
March Modules 1,2,5 & 7 February 10th ￡20 per module
General & Advanced Husbandry February 28th ￡40 & ￡50
Microscopy Certificate February 28th ￡40
Please send to:
W. J. Maslin, 36, Packman Lane, Kirk Ella, HU10 7TL.

General and Advanced Husbandry Workshop. Preparation for the Assessment
General husbandry 2nd June (only 1 place remaining)
Advanced Husbandry 3rd June in Harrogate.
Please contact W. J. Maslin at wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk to secure your place
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YORKSHIRE BROOD AND A HALF
I wrote to you some time ago on what I considered to be the unnecessary amount of work involved in using
narrow then wide spacers in shallow supers.
This time I wish to consider the unnecessary work involve in using the “Brood and Half ” system of
management.
Again, it goes back to tutors who where taught it and then pass it on to new comers with out giving any
thought to the subject. (If it was good enough for my father, then it is good enough for me and for you also!).
When the “National “and “Modified National” brood boxes where invented they where adequate for the
bees available at that time. As the fecundity of bees improved, these brood boxes became too small so a
super was put on top to give added laying space. A double brood box would have been better – at least you
could move frames between the two boxes.
It is this that I find incomprehensible. Why would you want a brood box of twenty two frames of two
different sizes?
The only advantage that I can see with this system is to be able to reverse brood boxes when the top one
becomes full of brood – but if you have an arc of pollen and honey across the top of your frames in your top
box, then your queen may not cross it to get to the laying space above.
The other benefit always quoted by the systems protagonists is being able to raise the top box hinge like, and
be able to see queen cells if the colony is contemplating swarming. This will work some times, but is not
infallible. You may have to determine which box the queen is laying in first before examining for queen cells.
When you wish to requeen it is essential to snuff your old queen before introducing your new. If you have
brood in both the deep and shallow boxes, you then have to scrutinise twenty two frames, thus making what
can be a potentially a prolonged job almost impossible.
You have the same problem during the winter – will your bees move across the gap from top to bottom or
vice versa in cold weather looking for food.
You will go round your bees during the winter hefting hives to get some idea of their weight and thus food
remaining. I heard of a beekeeper that did this all winter thinking his hive had plenty of food, only to find in
the spring that the colony had died of starvation – it did not cross that gap to get at food above. The food
was too remote.
A similar problem arises when treating your bees with oxalic acid - you may have to split your brood boxes to
determine where the cluster is – in the winter when you can least afford to do so.
All these problems are eliminated if you use a single brood box.
The majority of you will start with national woodwork and will be most reluctant to dispose of your old
equipment to go onto larger brood boxes.
You can convert your 8½" deep brood boxes to 14 x 12 by purchasing an eke. There is a conversion kit to
extend frames from 8½” into 12" frames.
Once onto a single large brood box, you will soon realise their advantages.
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When first coming into beekeeping starting up costs are high.
I mentioned earlier that beginners are historically taught to use a brood + half system of management yet if
large single brood boxes where to be advocated, then a novice would be £26.48* better off by purchasing a
14 x 12 brood box rather than an 8½" brood box and a super.
I keep talking about 14 x 12 brood boxes – I do not specifically advocate them – I got into them as I have
mentioned by changing from a standard brood box with out having to change the rest of my equipment.
What I advocate are single brood boxes larger than a National – Langstroths, British Commercials for
instance.

COST OF 14 × 12 VERSUS BROOD + HALF.
14 × 12

Parts in the flat.

Brood + half.

£50.94

£38.86
Brood box.
£28.66
Shallow super

£20.20

£15.32
11 Hoffman 1½” deep
frames.
£15.32
11 Hoffman 1½” shallow
frames

£14.59

£8.73
BSW deep foundation, 11
pieces (standard)
£5.32
BSW shallow foundation 11
pieces. (standard)

£37.71

£37.71
4” roof

£13.39

£13.39
Crown board

£30.40

£30.40
Open mesh floor

£167.23

£193.71
TOTAL.

A 14 × 12 is £26.48 (or 13.67% )cheaper than a brood and half,
* Tabulated on Friday 13th January 2012 from Thorne’s 2011 – 2012 catalogue.
John Fuller. York + Barkston Ash BKA.
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Brood and a half - advantage
The brood area is the area made available for the queen to lay eggs.
A prolific queen can lay >2000 eggs per day. There are ~ 2500 cells available on each side of a BS National/
WBC frame, and 20 or 22 sides available, at least 1/3 of this is not available for brood rearing leaving ~1600
cells available therefore a normal 10 or 11 frames are clearly not large enough, unless you wish to restrict the
queen (why would you want to do that?).
A "brood and a half" is the minimum required, for A.mm bees.
Consider carefully the use of queen excluders (a much better name for them should be queen restrictors) and
challenge why it is being used. Best place for a Queen excluder is hanging on a nail in the shed !
Many people advocate using "larger" brood frames (called 14x12 frames) I totally disagree, it is best to use a
conventional brood box and a super, (called a brood and a ½) as simple splitting of the boxes and inspecting
the underside of the brood rearing super for queen cells takes seconds. People will argue that it is more
cumbersome to manage a brood and ½ - but in my view that is complete rubbish.
Any swarm cells are likely to be on the underside of the shallow frames between the frame gaps. If using
larger brood frames - each frame would have to be removed for a physical inspection for queen cells, this
disturbs the colony and creates far too much inspection time. Consider if running >20 colonies and the time
saved in May to July ! (then consider again running 60+ colonies)
In winter in the Whitby area and with A.mm type bees, these large brood areas are far too large for our black
bees, there is far too much space to keep warm. For winter all colonies should be on ONLY a single normal
sized brood box.
Tony Jefferson

So..
What do you think ?
To brood and half or not ?
That is the question.
Join the discussion by emailing your thoughts to the
editor.
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2012 BBKA ADM report
This years meeting (52nd) was moved from the Stoneleigh Beekeeping Centre to a nearby hotel, the Chesford
Grange Hotel, the main reason for the change of venue was due to the numbers of people attending. The
revised venue was much more suitable and allowed a greater space for discussion, the only criticism was that
the space between the seats were a little cramped which made the shuffling of papers a little tricky. (It is also
worth noting that the room was provided free by the hotel)
The current membership of BBKA stands at 22,229 members, these are represented by 66 Delegates of
which 3 were absent at the ADM.
One notable piece of information that arose during discussion on the previous minutes concerned the
provision of insurance via the BBKA. The insurance company is being changed and it was felt a useful
exercise would be to clarify certain aspects, however this is not simple, so if anyone requires clarification on
aspects relating to the Products Liability element of the insurance, then it is best to direct the request to the
BBKA office for them to take up directly with the brokers. The “new” insurance that will be available to
associations to cover their equipment will be clarified with further details in the next few weeks. This
insurance will be an additional element that is available for each assn to cover things such as training
equipment etc.
I also received one of the WBC “money collection boxes” and the associated booklets / stand, the hives have
been manufactured by the prison service at a very reasonable cost. If YBKA decide we can have one for each
district association I believe. The idea is to collect donations at shows and exhibitions to enhance the BBKA
research fund.
The Surrey Shield was awarded to Lancashire and North West BKA, this is for the greatest number of
BBKA Basic examinations, it is not just awarded on a numbers basis but takes into account the % of the
membership of that association. It could be considered as a challenge to YBKA as I am sure we could
increase our percentage passes from 2% in 2011, especially now that we have more Basic examiners in the
system, we need to aim higher towards the 10% !
Elections to the Exec Comm: the following people were elected, to serve on a 3 year term, Ian Homer/
Tim Lovett/Margaret Murdin/David Teasdale, with Ken Basterfield on a 2 year term and Peter Sutcliff on
a 1 year term. Martin Tovey was elected as the next President by a unanimous vote.
During the discussion on financial matters the subject of the BBKA News being in “competition” with
other journals was raised, together with the apparent increase over budget for the publication, in reality the
BBKA news works out to be approx 40p per copy. It appears to be in competition with other periodicals but
as it is supplied to every member it is felt that to serve the aims of BBKA more educational aspects need to
be covered in the News, than just a reporting of committee and business information.
Propositions, the electronic voting system was used again with positive results as it really does speed up the
voting process. The titles of the propositions are summarised below, to keep this report short, the actual
information will be in BBKA news at the next issue (numbers below relate to For/Against/Abstention voting
figures)
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1/2012 – Middlesex – re the formulation of a policy relating to Natural Beekeeping – this was rejected
following a great deal of debate, mainly as the BBKA are do not endorse any particular type of beekeeping
and information exists to enable individual beekeepers to make informed choices, the underlying aspect
however has always got to be good husbandry (11/42/10)
2/2012 – Middlesex – the BBKA allocate increased resources to support training – this was accepted
(53/6/4)
3/2012 – BBKA – this one was the proposition to donate money to BBKA and collect via the Area
Associations - it subject to great debate and many changes of wording before the final wording of the
proposition was agreed and then it was voted on. The final wording changed the intent of the proposition to
basically remove the collection of money via the capitation process (36/26/1 then followed a “membership
vote” which gave 13,365/8532/64)
4/2012 – BBKA – constitutional tidying up of wording regarding the make up of the Executive Committee
(60/2/1)
5/2012 – BBKA – constitutional changes relating to the role of “junior” members (55/7/0). Great debate
then started about the problems of CRB checks and mentoring etc, this was ceased as it was not part of the
proposition and will be looked at as guidance notes to be produced at a later date.
6/2012 – BBKA – constitutional wording changes regarding arrears of capitations, after a rewording and a
subsequent vote it was accepted (60/3/0)
7/2012 – BBKA – constitutional tidying up re the rights to vote, after a little rewording it was voted and
accepted (59/4/0)
8/2012 – BBKA – again constitutional issues, regarding expelling a trustee for disreputable conduct. After
allot of debate and suggestions for rewording etc, it was getting extremely complicated and messy, the
President took the view that the best course of action was to refer it back.
The Outgoing President, Martin Smith handed over the to the New President Martin Tovey and the meeting
was drawn to a close at 15-50hrs.
Tony Jefferson YBKA delegate

The Depth of a Hive Floor
I use National hives. These hives have Bottom bee space. The standard solid floors have an internal side
wall depth of 7/8 of an inch. With this set up I find that you get a build-up of hard propolized brace
comb on the bottom bars of the brood frames. This brace comb can be a nuisance in certain set ups ----uniting, double brood, swarm boards and winter 'under supering'.
I found that reducing the floor depth to 3/8 or 1/2 helped to stop this brace comb. My DIY OMFs were
made with 3/8 deep side walls and entrance. The bees had no problem with this depth of entrance and I
was able to make an entrance reducer from a strip of perforated metal.
Barbarian
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Halifax BKA

Y.B.K.A. SPRING
CONFERENCE

SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 2012
OUR SPEAKER

Ron Hoskins

The title of Ron’s talk is "In search of Varroa Tolerant Honeybees"
Ron started his beekeeping at the age of 12, over 68 years ago. In the 1980's he was dong artificial
insemination of Black Bee Queens. When Varroa arrived in 1992 he turned his skills to find out if it was
possible to breed Varroa Tolerant Bees. He feels that he may have been successful. His talk will explain.
He is internationally known and was invited to Australia in 2009 where he gave several talks in NSW.
Ron served a term as a BBKA Executive and was an active member of The Education and Husbandry
Committee.. He is Vice President of Wiltshire BKA and President of his local branch.
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Fly parasite turns honeybees into zom-bees
Some bees leaving their hives, then dying after wandering about in a stupor

If deadly viruses and fungi weren't enough, honeybees in North America now must
also deal with a fly parasite that causes them to leave their hive and die after wandering
about in a zombie-like stupor, a new study shows.
Scientists previously found that the parasitic fly, Apocephalus borealis, infects and
ultimately kills bumblebees and paper wasps, while the "decapitating fly," an insect in
the same genus, implants its eggs in ants, whose heads then pop off after the fly larvae
devour the ants' brains and dissolve their connective tissues. Now researchers have
discovered honeybees parasitized by A. borealis in 24 of 31 sites across the San
Francisco Bay area, as well as other commercial hives in California and South Dakota.
Genetic tests revealed that some of the bees and flies were infected with deformed wing
virus and the fungus Nosema ceranae, both of which have been implicated in colony
collapse disorder (CCD). The scientists believe that more research into the parasitized
bees and their behavior could yield new insights into the devastating disorder.
"Understanding causes of the hive abandonment behavior we document could explain
symptoms associated with CCD," the researchers write in their study, published today
(Jan. 3) in the journal PLoS One.
An infectious fly
The female A. borealis flies will inject
their eggs into a honeybee's abdomen
soon after coming into contact with the
bee, the researchers saw in their
laboratory. About seven days later, up to
25 mature fly larvae emerge from the
area between the bee's head and thorax.
In the wild, no more than 13 larvae
were observed busting from a single
honeybee.
The researchers found that parasitized bees in the wild abandon their hives and
congregate near light sources, where they begin to behave strangely. A bee near death
typically will sit in one place and curl up, but these infected bees walked around in
circles, appearing disoriented and with little equilibrium, often not being able to stand
up.
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"They kept stretching [their legs] out and then falling over," Andrew Core, biology
graduate student at San Francisco State University and co-author of the study, said in a
statement. "It really painted a picture of something like a zombie."
Core and his colleagues found that the honeybees most likely to become infected by the
parasite were the ones that left their hives to forage at night, rather than the daytime
foragers. The researchers also discovered fly pupae near dead bees at the bottom of
their laboratory hive, suggesting that A. borealis can multiply within a hive and
potentially infect a pregnant queen bee.
Many questions still remain
It's currently unclear how the flies are changing the bees' behavior, though the
researchers hypothesize that the flies somehow affect the bees' circadian rhythm, or
natural day/night cycle. The researchers also don't know whether infected bees are
leaving the hive to protect other bees, or whether hive mates sense the infection and
force the dying bees out.
"A lot of touching and tasting goes on in a hive," lead researcher John Hafernik said in
a statement. "And it's certainly possible that their co-workers are finding them and can
tell that there's something wrong with them."
Perhaps most important, scientists don't yet understand the role, if any, that the
parasitic flies play in the transmission of the CCD pathogens. Are the flies further
harming the bees by spreading deformed wing virus and N. ceranae, or do they
actually prevent the pathogens from multiplying by quickly killing their hosts?
Whatever the case, the researchers believe A. borealis is likely a new threat for the
honeybees. "Honeybees are among the best-studied insects in the world," Hafernik
said. "So at one level, we would expect that if this has been a long-term parasite of
honeybees, we would have noticed."
Joseph Castro, LiveScience
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A Beekeeper’s Diary (January)
31st December 2011
It was the day of the demonstra7on to treat the honeybees with oxalic acid at the associa7on apiary. The date had
been set more than a month ago but it couldn’t have been beBer chosen – the weather was mild with just the
faintest of breezes. And there was a really good turnout. The demonstra7on was led by the apiary manager, Greg. He
had prepared in advance a solu7on of oxalic acid crystals dissolved in sugar solu7on and had ready two syringes. Greg
demonstrated the process on the two colonies belonging to the associa7on. The crown board was removed, the
number of seams of bees was assessed using a torch, the syringe was ﬁlled with the required amount (5ml per seam),
the oxalic acid was applied, dribbling 5ml of acid on each seam of bees, and the colony closed down. We were
reminded why the colonies were treated in this way at this 7me of year and also reminded of the precau7ons
necessary when handling the oxalic acid. APer this members who had colonies at the apiary treated their own bees.
It was good to see that all colonies were alive and stores were assessed to ensure there was suﬃcient to get through
the rest of the winter.
It all ended up being quite a lengthy session, one hour at the apiary and two in the pub – it was new years eve aPer
all.

First Week of January
I have spent several hours each day making candles. When I have a stall or give a talk to groups of ladies I like to have
a few candles for sale as well as honey. They don’t sell as well as honey but it all adds up and having a number of
diﬀerent products makes a stall appear more aBrac7ve. And besides I have signiﬁcant quan77es of beeswax. The
beeswax can be exchanged for founda7on at Thornes and other suppliers. The eﬀec7ve price that you receive for it
varies from £3.50 to £4.00 per pound. If you exchange the wax for other goods the value of the wax is reduced to
just over a £1 per pound weight. But with a pound of wax it is possible to make candles that can be sold for £15 or
more, a lot more if you have the skill to make large candles for churches.
At one 7me beeswax candles were the only means of providing a clean and pure light within a room at night, and so
beeswax was an extremely valuable commodity, as can be tes7ﬁed by the power of the guild of chandlers in
Medieval 7mes. In the eighteenth century oil lamps were developed using whale oil. Then in 1853 Langstroth
developed a hive with moveable frames which promised to allow beekeeping to become an expanding industry. But
in 1859, in the same decade, the ﬁrst oil well was drilled, changing the world and permanently reducing the value of
beeswax .
A strong swarm is capable of producing wax weighing 1.2kg (2.5lb) in a season. An established colony probably
produces less than this. As an inves7ga7on I weighed the total amount of wax I had produced in my solar extractor
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last year. The total weight was about 19kg, which averages out at 0.8kg per colony. But then I had bought and used
15 packs of deep founda7on and 3 packs of shallow which had an average weight of 0.4kg per colony and so the net
amount of wax I succeeded in reclaiming on average from each colony was 0.4kg. It surprises me that it is so
remarkably liBle. But it conﬁrms what we all suspect that only the founda7on manufacturers are likely to grow rich
from beeswax.

In the former 7mes when beeswax was the main source of light in churches and stately homes, these establishments
must have needed to maintain large numbers of hives of bees. A ques7on that has occurred to me is whether bees
recycle wax. Generally the behaviour of bees is such that their resources are used with op7mum eﬃciency, and for
the honeybee colony beeswax is expensive to produce. It has been observed that when young adult bees emerge the
capping is opened and leP suspended like a trapdoor and is then used to repair and strengthen the rim of the cell.
But we oPen see large quan77es of wax, cappings and unused platelets, lying on the hive ﬂoor or beneath the
entrance of the hive. It appears that this is surplus to their requirements and never u7lised.
The blocks that I take from the solar extractor are suﬃciently pure to be taken by Thornes but require addi7onal
ﬁltering before the wax can be used for candle making. To ﬁlter I warm the wax over water in a bainmarie, a double
pan, and then ﬁlter through a milk ﬁlter, packs of which can be obtained from agricultural merchants. The used ﬁlter
papers make excellent ﬁrelighters. It may be necessary to ﬁlter several 7mes. Over the years I’ve collected together
half a dozen diﬀerent silicon moulds and so I make the candles in batches of seven, two or three batches a day. I’ve
made a liBle gallows to hold the wick in the centre of the mould when they are ﬁlled with the molten wax. I ﬁnd it’s a
good job to do when you have another project ongoing in the shed, and I’ve been making a toy chest.
5th January
Terriﬁc gales during the night. In bed we could hear the slates raBling overhead. Several trees and large branches
have come down and fence panels have blown out, one of which is half way up a tree. But the hives are OK and roofs
all in place.
9th January
A lovely mild day, found ﬁrst snowdrop, heard a few bees ﬂying near the shed, walked across the ﬁeld to the apiary,
bees ﬂying from all the hives.
18th January
I delivered a talk to Rotherham BKA. I don’t do this oPen enough to feel anything else than apprehensive, being well
aware that amongst the audience will be beekeepers who are more experienced and skilled than I am. But being the
secretary of our associa7on I’m also aware of the diﬃculty of ﬁnding speakers and so am willing to pay back into the
speaker pool. In the event I enjoyed the evening. My subject was the Warre hive. The audience was welcoming and
generous in their remarks aPerwards.
John Whitaker
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Y.B.K.A. Calendar
We hope to see many more members at our events in 2012.
February 3rd

GPC Meeting

February 25th

Mead Day

March 10th

YBKA Spring Conference

April 21st-23rd

BBKA Spring Convention

April 28th

YBKA Annual Conference
at Bishop Burton College

May 4th

GPC Meeting

June 15th

GPC Meeting

August 15th

GPC Meeting

September 21st

GPC Meeting

November 23rd

GPC Meeting

December 1st

YBKA

AGM

DO YOU HAVE DATES THAT COULD USEFULLY
ADDED TO THIS CALENDAR ?
ARE THERE DISTRICT EVENTS AND TRAINING
EVENTS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INVITE
BEEKEEPERS FROM NEARBY DISTRICT TO ?
LET ME HAVE THE DATES SO THAT WE CAN WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE BEEKEEPING IN YORKSHIRE A
REALLY DYNAMIC AND HAPPY THING TO DO.
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
General Purposes Committee
Chairman
Mr William Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com

Education/Examinations
Wendy Maslin
01482 656018
wendy@maslin.karoo.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

BBKA ADM Delegate
Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

Hon. Secretary
Brian Latham
01132643436
brian.latham@ntlworld.com

Information Officer
Graham Crerar
07516437648
graham.crerar@civica.co.uk

Hon. Treasurer
Bob Hunter
01484 713671
rmwhunter@blueyonder.co.uk

Web Master
David Lamont
davidlamont431@btinternet.com

Equipment Officer
Roger Chappel
roger@rchappel.orangehome.co.uk
01325315741

YAS Representative
Michael Badger
0113 294 5879
buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

School Day Organiser
Phil Gee
01422886114
07769650059
pjgphilgee@aol.com
NBU Representative
Ivor Flatman
01924 252795
07775 119436
ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Honey Show Organisation
Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave_aca@tiscali.co.uk
Newsletter Editor
Bill Cadmore
01132160482
bill.cadmore@ntlworld.com
Area Representatives
Simon Maslin
maslin@maslin.karoo.co.uk
01482 656018
Christopher Barlow
chrisbarlow02@yahoo.co.uk
01924 835090

Regional Bee Inspector
Ivor Flatman
tel. 01924 252795
e-mail ivor.flatman@fera.gsi.gov.uk
NBU office: National Bee Unit, The Food and Environment Research Agency, Sand Hutton, York, UK,
YO41 1LZ
Email: nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 01904 462510
Web site: https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/

BEEBASE
Have you visited BeeBase recently ?
Look at the record keeping system available to you. Well worth considering as a place to keep you own
colony and apiary records. Why not build its use into your beginners and basic exams courses ?
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Annual Conference
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Association invites you to attend our annual
conference at Bishop Burton College, Beverley.
This year the event promises to be the best ever with three exciting and entertaining speakers talking about a
beekeeping from many different angles and approaches.
The hot and freshly cooked lunch will, as always, be excellent with lots of choice. Refreshments are also
available thoughout the day.
After the talks you will have the opportunity to meet and talk to the speakers in smaller groups so that you
can have a conversation with them rather than just ask questions.
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Our International Speaker
Dr Deborah A. Delaney
I started my higher education career as a Fine Art major. I began drawing and
painting insects which led me to drop out of art school and pursue a degree in
Natural Resources with an emphasis in Fine Art and Entomology.
I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from Oregon
State University. I took some time away from school for two years and worked
for the U.S. Forest Service on Beetle studies, while, at the same time,
expanding my home apiary to about 70 colonies.
I interned with commercial queen breeders during my spring months and
learned some of the industry such as grafting, how to run mating nucs and
make nucs for retail. In the summer of 2000 I started my graduate studies at
Oregon State University in Environmental Science. My project looked at the
affects of Coumaphos on drone honey bee sperm production and viability. In 2003 I started my doctorate in
Entomology at Washington State University looking at the genetic diversity of commercial honey bee populations
in the United States.
My work to date is an extension of my doctoral work with an emphasis on unmanaged honey bee populations.
Currently I have two graduate students. One is working on developing nuclear markers for determining low
levels of Africanization and the other is developing a best management plan for the use of commercially reared
Bombus impatiens in various crops, respectively. I am also vary interested in the microbial content of honey bee
guts and also bee bread and have been conducting exploratory experiments specifically focusing on yeasts.

Our UK Speakers
Wally Shaw
Talk:
The bees know what they are
doing but does the
beekeeper?
My original training was in forestry and during the early part of my career I worked for the
Forestry Commission. I went from there to Nature Conservancy (NC) and worked as a
woodland ecologist. After retirement and during my early years of beekeeping I worked parttime as an ecological consultant. Recently you may have seen my articles in BeeCraft
magazine.

Jenny Shaw
Talk:
A Partnership in Beekeeping

A research biologist who worked on Coastal habitats until swopping careers in 1979 to rear
children and work on a large vegetable garden & orchard on the Isle of Anglesey. Started
keeping bees in 1987 with assistance from husband, Wally Shaw. Those early beginnings
have developed into a successful joint beekeeping enterprise running over 50 hives, training
and mentoring many new beekeepers and producing starter colonies of locally adapted bees.
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Programme
0900 – 0930

Registration

0930 – 0935

Welcome and Introductions

0935 – 1030

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Honeybee Biology

1030 - 1050

Coffee

1050 – 1150

Wally Shaw

Location
Bishop Burton College
York Road
Beverley HU17 8QG

The bees know what they are doing but does the beekeeper?

1200 – 1300

Mrs Jenny Shaw
A Partnership in Beekeeping

Lunch
1400 – 1500

Dr Deborah A. Delaney
Queen Rearing and Backyard Beekeeping

1500 - 1545

Meet the Speakers Discussion Groups

1545– 1615

Tea

Goodbyes and disperse

Retail and Advice
The following will have stalls which will be available
throughout the day
There is always time during breaks, at lunchtime and at
the end of the day to ask for advice or to make
purchases.
Yorkshire Beehives
Suppliers of quality beekeeping supplies

Northern Bee Books
A variety of the latest beekeeping publications will be on sale.

National Bee Unit
An information stand will be available.

Cost
Event plus Lunch £25.00
Event no lunch £15.00
Student plus Lunch £20.00

Yorkshire BKA
Yorkshire BKA sales

Spinks Compak
Suppliers of all glass and plastic containers
22
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Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of Student tickets @ £20.00 including lunch

email

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Conference Organisers
Bill Cadmore Wendy Maslin Brian Latham

Please send your remittance to:
Please send your remittance to:
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
W Cadmore 104 Hall Lane Horsforth Leeds LS18 5JG
Telephone 0113 216 0482
Telephone 0113 216 0482

Please advise if you have any dietary requirements.

Please make cheques payable to Yorkshire Beekeepers Association

Total £........

£........
£…....
£........

………………………………………………………................

…… No. of tickets @ £25.00 including lunch
…… No. of tickets @ £15.00 excluding lunch
…… No. of tickets Student @ £20.00 including lunch

email

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

...................................................................................

…….………………………………......................................................
Post code
………………......
Telephone
……………….........................................

Name 1

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
...................................................................................
Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

...................................................................................

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012

Name 2
...................................................................................
Name 3
...................................................................................
Name 4
...................................................................................
Address……………………………………………………….................
…….………………………………......................................................

Name 1

Saturday 28th April 2012

Booking Form, please submit by the 15th April 2012

YBKA Annual Conference 2012 YBKA Annual Conference 2012

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MEAD and HONEY WINE JUDGES
PATRON – THE YORKSHIRE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President – Raymond Twiddle OBE – Vice President Sir Kenneth Morrison
CBE

Strength
Gentleness
Course Organised by the International Federation of Mead & Honey Wine
Judges in conjunction with the Yorkshire Beekeepers' Association at the
Normanby Pavilion, Great Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate – 25th February
2012 – commencing at 10am
Agenda
Welcome and Introductions
Types of Meads and Honey Wines for both exhibition and consumption
The making of mead – the honey and ingredients – Method/s
Question Time
Lunch
Exhibiting; judging technique; tasting – the common pitfalls of samples
Open discussion and questions
The Course is led by Erica Osborn and supported by Michael Badger together with
Alan Brown, Ivor Flatman and Alan Woodward all who are accredited International
Federation of Mead & Honey Wine Judges.
The course aims to be finished by 15:30
UK – Moderator – Mrs Erica Osborn MA - 61 Broadheath Drive, Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 6EU,
England
Telephone 00 44 (0) 208 467 4639 – email erica.osborn@talktalk.net
Secretary UK Division – Michael Badger MBE MA LLB, 14 Thorn Lane, Roundhay, LEEDS, West
Yorkshire, England
Telephone 00 44 (0) 113 294 5879 – email – buzz.buzz@ntlworld.com

Participants are asked to bring along samples of their mead (suitably identified as
their own) to assist with judging and tasting techniques.
Those wishing to consider becoming accredited judges are given separate tuition.
24

Yorkshire Beekeepers Association
Mead Day
Booking Form
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