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WE WISH ALL THOSE WHO HAVE ENTERED THE SHOW, ALL THOSE
WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO ACT AS STEWARDS FOR THE YAS SHOW
AND ALL OF THOSE WHO WILL BE WORKING HARD ON BEHALF OF
YBKA THE BEST FOR THE SHOW. LET THE SUN SHINE AND THE DAYS
PASS WITH LOTS OF VISITORS BUYING LOTS OF HONEY.
WHEN YOU VISIT THE SHOW BE SURE TO HAVE A GOOD LOOK AT THE
MODELS PRODUCED BY YOUNGSTERS VISITING YBKA DURING THE
SCHOOLS DAYS EVENT. THERE ARE SEVERAL IMAGINATIVE ENTRIES
INTO OUR COMPETITION.
Some of you may have noticed that June came and went without any sign
of a YBKA newsletter. My apologies for this. Sometimes those aspects
of life which do not involve beekeeping take priority and by the time I
had time to do the newsletter it was nearly July. So - Sorry! On the
other hand it is a bit worrying that not a single person contacted me to
ask about the missing issue!
In this issue there are some excellent articles which will hopefully
stimulate your thinking a bit, an invitation to have a say in how BBKA
develops, details of a new smoker design and an invitation to find out a
bit more about bee health. Please feel free to send in your own articles
for publication in future issues.
So far this year YBKA have held some very successful training events, an
excellent conference day and a very popular ‘Schools Day’ at the GYS
showground. We can now look forward to the Great Yorkshire Show and
our own honey show as a part of Countryside Live. These will be good
opportunities to promote our craft and our needs.
What my bees need is still more sunshine. The sunny spell has been really
good for the bees so that the stronger colonies are bursting with bees but the weaker colonies need further opportunity to build up. I’ve also
found that some colonies are determined to swarm whatever I do to stop
them. How are your bees ? How is the season going for you ? Why not let
us know ?

Bill Cadmore
Chairman & Editor

BBKA Forum 2013
Saturday 14th September 2013

Your Views Needed - Now
Each year the BBKA Executive and Trustees invite representatives of the area associations to a forum
where general issues concerning the organisation can be discussed. It is always stressed that this is NOT
a decision making meeting. Decision making is the job of the BBKA Delegates Meeting held each Januray.
This year BBKA have invited the Chair from each association to discuss the following:The vision for the BBKA for the next 5 years
The work of the BBKA through the year to date
BBKA plans for the coming year
Fund raising during the current financial year
The members view of the services they receive and want from the BBKA
and
To participate in the initial budget discussions (especially the strategy re:funding the
running of the BBKA and impact on capitation fees and services and activities carried
out by BBKA)
To help identify potential trustees or members with particular skills which could further the
work of the BBKA
Where You Come In
My initial thought was to question this huge agenda (any one topic could fill a day with discussion and
debate) and to wonder if BBKA were going to use this as a way to present what the executive thought
rather than give any real opportunity for input from the membership - however, let us assume that the
executive will listen to what our members think. My job will then be to represent what YOU think. I
invite all YBKA members to express their views on the above issues - email me your thoughts or write to
the address on the contacts page.
Personally the three key issues here are.......
1. Vision - What sort of organisation do we want BBKA to be and what functions should it perform ?
Promoting beekeeping AND promoting the ecological health of the environment in which our
bees live ?
2. Competent Accountancy - Lets plan our spending within our budget - lets be money smart
3. Lets not keep doing things the way we do just because we’ve always done them that way
BUT WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

Jobs in the Apiary for July
Believe it or not it is now July and we are in the middle of the swarming season with an abundance of
honey, especially of the oil seed rape variety. In virtually all areas conceivable we are at least a month
behind where we should normally be and in some regions maybe 6 weeks behind. This applies to just about
everything including the crops which our bees rely on for food and in turn convert to the honey which we
have been so used to extracting. In the North East we have had virtually no O.S.R. due mainly to the fact
that farmers were unable to sow the seed last year because the fields were so wet. We have noticed a
few fields coming in to bloom just south of Darlington over the last few weeks so maybe all is not lost and
beekeepers further south may have been luckier. We therefore repeat our advice with respect to honey
derived from OSR. It is vitally important to keep checking that the honey is not setting too quickly in the
cells. Generally speaking osr honey needs to be extracted straight away as, unlike most other honeys, it
sets in the cells very quickly after being processed by the bees.
The weekly inspections need to be meticulous because it’s easy to miss a queen cell in the process
of maturing. It is an opportunity to refresh the queen pool and, if you have queens in excess of 2 years
old then it may even be worth considering instigating an artificial swarm using one of the well-established
manipulation techniques. This can be very productive particularly in cases where you have a strong colony
and it is much easier to deal with if you can pre-empt it. [NB Please asks if you require any further
advice about the procedure]. Don’t forget that when you do get your new queens it is well worth marking
them with a RED dot (this year’s color) but don’t be tempted to do this until you are confident that he
queen is laying consistently as queens carrying the impediment of a large blob of paint on their backs are
very often shunned by the drones!
Space is of huge importance at this time of the year as the colonies are expanding rapidly so make
sure you have plenty of spare supers. Make sure a super is added to the brood box once the bees have
covered about 2/3 of the frames (i.e. 8/9 frames) and add a new super when the 1st super is about 2/3
full. This way you can keep one step ahead of the bees and space can’t be blamed for prompting them to
swarm. The previous month of June, for a variety of reasons, can be a troublesome month but for once
the infamous “June-gap” didn’t occur because of the lateness of the seasons. Prepare, however, this year
for a potential “July-gap” and plan accordingly, making sure records are kept up-to-date always. Food
supplies need continuous monitoring but hopefully we won’t find ourselves in the unbelievable situation we
found ourselves in last year when (for the first time in our experience) we were having to keep the bees
alive by feeding them syrup in July and August! Remember also that the bees need good ventilation as it
can get very hot inside the hive. It is worth also mentioning that it is the time of year when the varroa
mite tends to multiply alarmingly as it finds refuge in the brood, especially the drone brood. Continue to
monitor the varroa mite drop via the open mesh floor screen and prepare to treat if the count exceeds.
Beware using any of the treatments while there is still a honey flow as it will contaminate the honey but
you can continue to use organic treatments such as Hive Clean and icing sugar.
Down at the riverbank apiary last week when the weather was warm and sunny we managed to take
stock of our bees and found that they are surviving well but the colony expansion is slower this year than
we can recall in all the years that we have kept bees but maybe this is to be expected due to the difficult
winter and late spring. The quality of the queens (because of difficult conditions last summer) is
definitely a reason for this. We saw some interesting webbed footprints in the sandy bank that divides
the river from the duck pond last week and we think they were the tell-tales signs of a visit of a member
of the otter family. We suspect that the otter is using our river to transfer to a local fishery.

Our new apiary site is proving to be a real gem and various birds are regular visitors to the site
with wag tails, wrens and spotted woodpeckers which we think are nesting in the woods that skirt the
river. We also think that one of our nest boxes is now in use with blue tits and Simon the farmer
mentioned that we have regular visits from a heron early in the morning. Finally for the first time in
several years we heard a cuckoo calling which is becoming increasingly rare nowadays.
Len had an interesting problem in his garden recently : a pair of robins were feeding their brood
in the tea pot he had placed in the pyracantha on the garage wall. It was being predated on by a magpie
which was trying its best to make a meal out of the three chicks – he managed to chase it off but realised
that it would try again once his back was turned. The remedy was to tie onto the branches the top part of
a hamster cage in front of the nest and hope that it didn’t frighten off the parents. Thankfully, they
continued feeding their offspring until they fledged the nest a week later - the robins even used the cage
door to gain entry to their nest – further proof that birds have a powerful instinct to ensure that their
offspring survive.
July can be a very rewarding month and many beekeepers will be already rearing their own queens
as well as preparing for swarming and honey production. Lots to do.

Roger & Len

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW

If any of your members would like to volunteer to help on the
YBKA stand at the Great Yorkshire Show would they please
contact:
Dave Shannon
Tel: 01302 772837
Mbl: 07907856515
e-mail: daveshannon.aca@me.com
Members who attend as volunteers can sell their honey at the
show.

General Husbandry Training
Reading this you may be an experienced beekeeper, a novice or more likely somewhere between
the two. You may or may not have attempted your British Beekeepers Basic Certificate but
wherever you are on the learning curve, I'm guessing that like me it is often a case of 'so what
next?’, ‘how can I learn more and improve my beekeeping skills?’
Ok, so I am the examinations secretary and yes I think I have heard every excuse going and no
you don't want ever to take an exam again but please stay with me because we would like many
more members to undertake training at the level of The General Husbandry Assessment even if
you don't take the practical test. It is a structured means of delivering training and education
and the natural progression from the basic.
Training for the Certificate of General Husbandry is an excellent way of learning how to
improve and progress your beekeeping skills. The Assessment itself is a formal measure of that
and I would love to see many more Beekeepers doing the exam but the bottom line is that we
encourage all members to have good husbandry knowledge and skills, with or without the exam.
We have on two occasions run events around General Husbandry training centrally in Harrogate
and may do so again but I would like to see more events out in our districts, more local to the
Beekeepers. You will see that Sheffield have teamed up with Rotherham and had an excellent
response. BBKA are offering support for these courses and I would just like to encourage you
to have a go.
There is perhaps a limited amount that we can do centrally but Graham Crerar, YBKA Education
Officer, and I will do what we can to support such events if needed and can be contacted by
email, if you need further details.
And finally a date for the diary.
YBKA are holding an education forum similar to that held by BBKA back in February. This will be
held in Harrogate on the 23rd September. The intention is to share what is happening
regionally, give updates and information on what is available for training etc. A programme will
be published in due course.
Wendy Maslin
YBKA Examinations Sec.

General Husbandry Training in Sheffield
The Northern BKA's got together at a regional workshop hosted by BBKA in February to
thrash out how to provide training beyond the Basic Assessment.
Fast forward a few chilly months to June and we are about to start a structured series of
eight Thursday night training sessions led by Graham Royle, an experienced tutor,
appointed and funded by BBKA.
So how did we get here?
Sheffield BKA had been contemplating how to follow up our very popular beginners
training which we have run for the last two years, attracting 30+ trainees each year.
We thought we were in a fairly unique position, being only a three and a bit year old
association, of having loads of beginners and far fewer experienced beeks, none of whom
were qualified to higher than the Basic Assessment.
How wrong we were. It turned out that most of the other Northern Associations are in the
same boat, so we were able to share ideas at the workshop about how to provide training
for people after their first year and how to encourage them to take part.
BBKA followed up the workshop by issuing a draft course outline for General Husbandry
Training. They have tapped into funding provided under DEFRA's "Healthy Bees Plan" to
make available highly regarded tutors such as Cheshire's Graham Royle to support
practical training and classroom discussions covering all the General Husbandry syllabus
at the bargain price of £35 per trainee.
We weren't sure how much this would appeal to our members but proposed it to our more
experienced beeks, last years beginners and also our neighbouring association,
Rotherham. The response was fantastic with 15 people putting themselves forward.
All it took to organise was a few emails to BBKA and a room booking at our Association
Apiary and we are about to start the training course.
This was a lot simpler than all the planning and preparation we would have had to do if we
had wanted to organise our own bespoke improver training.
Our secretary and myself will hopefully benefit enough from the early part of the course to
sneak through our General Husbandry Assessments later this summer
But next year we should have a much longer list of well-trained candidates queuing up to
do their GH Assessment.

Paul Flannigan
Sheffield BKA Education Coordinator

New Smoker developed by SBKA Member
For Lee Grieve, the primary reason behind keeping bees at our Norton Apiary was to use them as research for my
Masters graduation project in product design at Sheffield Hallam University.

-SMOKASMOKA is a conventional bee smoker which combines the technology found in e-cigarettes with liquid smoke
capsules. The mist produced is cool meaning its not just safer for the bees, but safer for the beekeeper. With
legislation, rumoured to be coming in, that bans the burning of non-organic substances. The liquid capsules provide
a more efficient, food-safe, fuel source that can be monitored.
Design features include; rechargeable 2-hour battery packs, adjustable automatic smoke output, hive hook, boost
trigger and no-spill fuelling via an easy turn cap. All of these features tested while wearing leather gauntlets
meaning a more stream-lined hive inspection.
Lee stated "I do expect it to split opinions, I myself prefer the ritual of lighting the smoker but there's been a lot
of interest from commercial keepers in the states".
SMOKA was awarded the 'Brightest Spark' award by Marcus Hirst of Ron Arad Associates, recognising the
highest standard of work within Sheffield Hallam University. Well done Lee !

You can find out more by visiting Lee's webpage
http://leegrievedesign.com/smoka/
Regards
Sharron
SBKA Editor
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Yorkshire BKA GPC

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

Why not invite your area rep to one of your district meetings ?
Airedale, Wharfedale & Bradford

David Lamont
07968817153
dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

Leeds & Barkston Ash

Robin Tomlinson

Rotherham, Doncaster, Barnsley, Sheffield

Dave Shannon
01302-772837
dave@mtvhosting.co.uk

Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Pontefract

Phil Gee
01422886114
pjgphilgee@aol.com

Beverley, York, Easingwold

Simon Maslin
01482656018
maslin@maslin.karoo.co.uk

Northallerton, Thirsk & Richmond, Darlington

Roger Chappel
01325 315741
rogerchappel21@gmail.com

Whitby, Scarborough, Malton & Rydale

Tony Jefferson
07749731945
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk

0113 286 5842

What do Area Reps. do ?
We want to make sure that every YBKA member, in every district.....
..... knows what is available to them through YBKA
...... has the opportunity to have a say in what YBKA does and what services it provides
........ can be represented by YBKA at the national level through debate with BBKA YOUR
area rep. is your link with YBKA and BBKA.

Stings
Since I started beekeeping over twenty years ago, I guess I’ve been stung hundreds of times. I don’t claim this
with any bravado. Each time it hurts. On the vast majority of times I examine a hive I don’t get stung, but in
twenty years of beekeeping, with twenty colonies, the number of times I have opened up a hive will exceed two
thousand and so even if I only get stung on one in ten occasions, it amounts to over two hundred stings and then,
in twenty years there have been a number of occasions when they have given me a right pasting. On one of these,
just after starting my beekeeping, I failed to zip up my beesuit properly, with the result that a large number of
bees got inside my veil. Looking in the mirror later in the day I didn’t recognise the elephant man staring back.
The next day I went to work at 6.30am, shut my office door with a ‘do not disturb’ notice on it, and didn’t emerge
until the rest of the staff had left for home.

Stings continue to be painful, no matter how long I’ve kept bees. But I know now that the pain doesn’t last that
long, maybe 30 seconds, and so I can accept it without drama, but I do find that a mild cuss helps. For several
years I kept bees with a very respectable elderly lady. When she got stung she would come out with a few words
she would not be expected to have in her vocabulary, much to my amusement which I did my best to conceal.
When I first started keeping bees the area of the sting would become swollen and itch for 24 - 48 hours, but
now this rarely happens.
For a small number of people the bee sting can result in an anaphylatic shock. This is a severe allergic reaction to
the sting. The symptoms include rash and swelling of the skin, hay fever like symptoms, difficulty breathing,
tightness of the throat, difficulty swallowing, lowering of blood pressure. The symptoms can become evident in
just a few minutes after being stung. People who are aware that they are vulnerable to this should carry with
them an epi-pen (epiphrine). As soon as you become aware that someone is suffering from anaphylactic shock,
especially if it is affecting their breathing, the only sensible course is to ensure they get to hospital as quickly as
possible, preferably by ambulance.
Honeybees are not aggressive. The more appropriate term is ‘defensive’. Therefore , it is inevitable that
beekeepers are much more likely to be stung than other people. I cannot recall being stung in the forty odd years
before I kept bees. Honeybees rarely attack another creature when away from the hive but they will sacrifice

their life to defend their hive from predators. The honeybee nest and its contents are essential to the colony’s
survival and are much more important than the life of an individual bee. The hives and combs provide shelter and
the honey that is stored in the combs provides the energy which enables the colony to survive the winter months.
Without honey the whole colony will die. Honey and larvae in the hive are an attractive source of food for other
animals. Natural selection ensures that honeybees must have the means to defend the hive.
The defensive behaviour is more complicate than just being stung by a random, rather annoyed, worker bee. It is a
colony behaviour, a function of the superorganism. All workers have a sting but there is just a small cadre of guard
bees who are employed to defend the colony. The guard bees patrol the hive entrance and will investigate any
threat. When they sting, they leave at the site of the sting a trace of alarm pheromone and this attracts other
guard bees to continue the defensive behaviour. The result is that once you are stung there is an increasing
probability of receiving additional stings.
The sting is an adaptation of the ovipositor, and therefore
it is only the females that have a sting. It develops from
larval sements 8, 9 and 10 of the abdomen. For most of the
time the sting organ is held within a cavity at rear of the
abdomen formed by segment 7, but can be made to
protrude when a threat is present. By protruding the sting,
alarm pheromones are released, raising the level of alert in
the colony.
The sting is a complicated organ. First there is a
mechanical system which causes the lance to protrude
from the body, pierce into the skin and finally pump the
venom into the skin. Secondly there are chemical glands
that manufacture the venom and alarm pheromones.
Before stinging the bee arches it’s abdomen by
contracting the intersegment gaps on the ventral side of
the abdomen so that the sting enters the skin of the victim at right angles. If the honey stomach is full, the bee
is unable to arch its abdomen and this explains why bees in swarms and bees that have been smoked are less likely
to sting. The lance is made up of two parts, which slide next to each other along interlocking grooves. Each side is
attached to a set of levers and muscles that work alternatively, right then left then right and so on. As a spasm
acts on one side forcing that side of the lance further into the victim’s skin, the other side of the lance would
tend to withdraw except that the barbs on the lance prevent that happening and so the sting is pushed
progressively and rapidly deeper into the skin. A tube leads from the venom sack to a bulb and along a canal
between the lances and so into the body of the victim. Deeper in the sting cavity are the venom glands that
manufacture the venom. The venom is a sophisticated mixture of chemicals, designed to give immediate pain,
disable and, if the victim is small, kill by destroying cell walls. Manufacture of venom starts when the bee reaches
adult age and continues until it is three weeks old. Later the amount of venom reduces. It follows that guard bees
are about three weeks old, which is the point in their life when the amount of venom is at a maximum.
Bees evolved to their current form about 40 million years ago, and since then have been in a state of stasis. At
that time there were few mammals and it’s only in the last two million years that human beings have been on earth.
So we can conclude that the bee sting did not evolve in order to counter the predations of mammals or
beekeepers. It is a matter of chance, good or bad, that the bee sting is so effective in fending off human beings.
When the barbs of a bee sting prevent its withdrawal from human skin, the sting and its associated organs are

torn from the body of the bee, killing the bee but leaving the sting mechanism to continue to pump into the victim.
It is tempting to conclude that this is an outcome of natural selection, increasing the effectiveness of the sting.
But this is not the case. The sting and sting behaviour evolved at a time when the main predators were other
insects, mainly wasps and bees. If a bee stings an insect it can withdraw its sting. It remains the case that the
main predators of a honeybee colony are insects, very often other honey bees.
Indeed we can observe at the end of the summer how important it is for a colony of bees to be able to defend
itself and that weak colonies are mercilessly predated upon by both wasps and honeybees. Guard bees are
stationed at the entrance. Robber bees can be seen to fly a characteristic zig-zag path in front of the hive. The
purpose of this, I believe is to test the defences of the target colony. If the guards react as they should,
crouching on their rear four legs, raising their head and spreading their wings, the aggressor will try elsewhere or
opt to make an honest living. A failure to demonstrate that they can defend themselves will invite robbing. Guard
bees will challenge any bee approaching the hive entrance. It is only if they exhibit the hive odour or are carrying a
load of nectar or pollen, will they be permitted to enter the hive. Bees that do not meet these criteria will be
required to fight to be admitted. Of course once robbers are able to overrun and gain entry to a hive, they will
return to their home colony with a load of honey and use the waggle dance to recruit more bees for further
robbing. The fate of the weak colony is then settled.
There are multiple factors that affect the vigour of the defensive behaviour of the honeybee. A genetic
disposition to excessive defensive behaviour undoubtedly exists and some colonies are impossible to handle. They
should be destroyed or requeened. But there are several other factors that, in total effect, are equally important.
These are weather and atmospheric conditions, time of year, availability of forage, amount of stores in the hive,
immediate environment, size of colony, queenright status and care in handling. For those of us who check our bees
on a weekly basis and keep records, it is quite evident that behaviour of a colony varies. The most glaring example
of this is bees, that when returned from the heather moors in September are totally intolerable, and yet, six
months later in the early spring, are little angels. And I’m talking about colonies which have retained the same
queen. In general a colony of honeybees will start the year in April fairly gentle and tend towards tetchiness as the
summer progresses.
On warm still days when the bees are foraging and when 30% of the colony population can be out of the hive they
can be much easier to handle. On the other hand overcast skies with a humid, thundery atmosphere, can make them
more defensive. They don’t like wind, but gentle drizzle has no adverse effect on behaviour.
As colonies grow larger they can become more difficult to handle and there is no doubt that as the amount of
stores increases a colony will become more defensive, especially towards the end of the summer or at the end of a
nectar flow. A colony that is not queenright can be extremely tetchy.
When opening a hive the beekeeper can, through appropriate action, minimise defensive behaviour. The smoker
helps. The smell of smoke causes the bees to gorge themselves on honey, and having done so they are unable to
arch their abdomen into a position where they can sting. A small waft of smoke at the entrance, a couple of
minutes or so before opening the hive, is all that is required for this. Many beekeepers do not appreciate that
smoking a hive may take a little while to be effective. It is not necessary to asphyxiate the little darlings. It is
good practice to have the smoker handy to subdue the bees should they start to get tetchy and to drive them
from areas where they may be injured when reassembling the hive.
It must be said that not all beekeepers agree with using a smoker. There are some who do not even agree that
smoking makes honeybees easier to handle. This is not my view. Nevertheless, I have concerns that smoking does
interrupt the colony activity for quite a while after an inspection has taken place. The honey that was gorged must

be replaced in the comb and it stands to reason that the atmosphere within the colony will take time to be
restored to normal.
There are alternatives to smoke. Artificial smoke sprays are available from equipment suppliers and house plant
sprayers can be used to deliver a fine spray of water or dilute sugar solution on to the bees. I generally have such
a spray at hand in the van as a fallback if the smoker decides to go out at an awkward time.
But besides smoking there are other ways to minimise the triggering of defensive behaviour. Bees will instinctively
react to fast or jerky movements in front of the hive, or, once the hive is opened, above the open frames. They
will also react to sharp vibrations or knocks. Therefore the beekeeper should work behind or to the side of the
hive, so that they are square on to the frames, but not at the front. If others are viewing, then they also should
stand at the side or behind. The beekeeper should develop a choreography of the hands so as to minimise
movement above the bees. When withdrawing combs, the propolis seal should be gently cracked with the hive tool,
if you are right handed, first on the left and then to the right, and the frame removed in a smooth action, first
horizontally away from the adjacent comb and then up and out of the hive. At all times the hands above the hive
should avoid jerky movements. I wear disposable gloves. Apiary hygiene is a sufficient justification for this, but
what is equally important is the additional sensitivity you are given through your fingers when you touch the bees
and so you are better able to nudge them out of the way without upsetting them. And should you become careless
there is a very immediate negative feedback. A bee that is trapped and stings will release sting pheromone
(isopentyl acetate), and this will raise the level of a defensive behaviour within the colony. Equally, care is essential
when reassembling hives following an inspection. A bee crushed and killed between hive parts can cause the alarm
pheromones it contained to be released when the colony is next inspected in a week’s time.
Cover cloths undoubtedly can assist it keeping bees calm as they are being inspected. They also aid finding a queen
by maintaining dark areas within the brood area and so reducing the chance that as you move through the colony
you are chasing the queen from comb to comb. However cover cloths can be a way of spreading disease. If you do
use cover cloths they should be reserved for a single apiary.
Non beekeepers often ask beekeepers if they have ever been stung. They should beware. It could be a long
answer.
John Whitaker
Barkston Ash BKA

If you read nothing else in this please read this
After hearing that another member of Whitby Bee-keepers has had a bee sting induced spell in hospital I
thought it might be useful to pass on advice I’ve been given by the doctors at the Immunology Department at the
RVI, in Newcastle.
Always carry antihistamine tablets with you when bee-keeping.
If you know you react badly when you get stung, or if you start to have a bad reaction to a sting then take TWO
anti-histamine tablets and CHEW them – don’t swallow them whole – as this means that they are taken into your
blood stream far more quickly. Let’s hope no-one else ends up in hospital.
Glynis Reynolds WBKA
ps More about my ‘Desensitising Venom Treatment’ at the RVI next month.

Great Yorkshire Show
Will we see you there ?
Come and visit us at the bee pavilion
Lots to do and see and experts on hand to give advice

Swarm Vac saves me from bread and water for a week
Last year on the 24th March 2012 I was called out to a swarm, by far the earliest I’ve ever known. March had been
extremely warm and this was a very big swarm. It had clustered on to a bronze garden nymph, and spread itself
over her torso and limbs so as to preserve her modesty, clustering under every overhanging part. To be frank it
has a bit embarrassing. Not by the nymph (I vaguely remember seeing similar in the flesh) but the fact that I had
no idea how to get the bees into a hive with any semblance of professional acumen. The lady of the house watched
sympathetically as I struggled with the task for over an hour.

This was not something I wanted to repeat. I remembered hearing a lecture from Graham Royle, in which he
described making and using a swarm vac. I couldn’t remember the details, but I was convinced this would be the
answer if a similar situation occurred again.
That Spring in 2012, the bees went crazy with swarming. The answer phone queue reached its limit. For the first
time we had two swarms taking up residence in the fabric of our house. The house is old and the living room has a
bay window with a flat, lead roof. One swarm managed to find a way into a space between the lead roof and the
ceiling. No matter how well suited, there are always occasions when the interests of a married couple do not
coincide. I was interested by having a swarm above our bay window, my wife wasn’t. However I assured her with
the absolute confidence of someone who understood bees that they would surely die in the winter and then I could
block the entrance.
Meanwhile I had been thinking about the swarm vac and during the winter set about to make it. It would be
powered by a petrol driven garden vacuum/blower. It was made out of scraps of plywood and consisted of a box,
divided by a mesh screen. It was adapted to hold five frames, it had a feeder, an entrance, a vacuum adjustor slide
and was connected to 5m of 70mm extractor tubing. It was the middle of winter when it was completed and
successfully completed a trial using wood shavings. I couldn’t wait to use it for real. But this year there were no
swarms that I was called to in March, April and May. Most frustrating.
Meanwhile we had had the longest winter and the coldest spring in living memory (if you have a short memory). The
swarm above the bay window would have surely succumbed. But this was not the case. In the middle of April I
became aware of a low hum, like a transformer on standby, emanating from the ceiling of the bay window. A month

later the low hum had become a significant roar, especially in the evening after a fine day. We had to turn up the
volume of the television. I enjoyed being able to see when the bees started to fly each day by simply looking out
of the window. And then yesterday, well into June, we could hear queens piping, not once but repeatedly, the
acoustics of the roof space amplifying the sound.
And so it was not surprising that today the colony swarmed. We ended up with five clusters, each one a challenge
if they were to be collected into a skep.

1) 12ft up beneath eaves
2) Under a window sill
3) In a japonica bush
4) On a concrete post
5) On the ground beneath my wife’s delphiniums
Out came the untried swarm vac. The blower/vacuum was fuelled up. This was a challenge that had to succeed. I
live in a regime where there is zero tolerance of damage to delphiniums. Joy of joys – the swarm vac worked,
even collecting the cluster of bees from beneath the delphiniums.

John Whitaker
Barkston Ash BKA

Group, individual & digital subs available
http://bkqonline.co.uk

Northern Bee Books
for the widest range of books see
www.GroovyCart.co.uk/beebooks

Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS (UK)
Phone: 01422 882751 Fax: 01422 886157
Website: www.GroovyCart.co.uk/beebooks

Regional Bee Inspector
Ivor Flatman
Tel. 01924 252795 or 07775 119436

Beekeeping diary

March was a fairly quiet month, so I decided to tag it onto April’s diary.
7th March
I had a quick check of the fondant supplies today. There was still quite a bit left, but there were a dozen or so
dead bees in it. From what I’ve learned, bees are pretty house proud and would normally remove the dead bees
themselves so I decided to help them out and take out the bits of contaminated fondant.
14th March
Today was the first sunny day we’ve had in ages so I watched the bees leaving and entering the hive for a good 10
minutes. I didn’t see any pollen being brought in at first. Unsurprising really, seeing as spring seems to not have
bothered showing up yet. However, after a while, a few started to bring some in, which was a bit of a relief
because I took this as a good sign that the queen is still around. It’s obviously far too cold at the moment to be
doing a hive inspection, but I am getting pretty itchy feet about it! Perhaps bee keeping will force me to become a
little more patient!
4th April
Andrew and I had a stock take of the spare equipment we have today. We have enough equipment for a spare hive
but not enough frames and foundation to fill a new brood box so we decided to head over to Paul Snowden’s
workshop to pick up some supplies. He showed us how to put a frame together, which was pretty useful as I am not
sure I would have got it right the first time without a template.
We also bought a rapid feeder as we’ve been borrowing various feeders from other people up until now. I think
we’ll use it in the autumn too, despite being advised to go for something bigger like a contact feeder. I am lucky
enough to have the apiary about ten seconds walk from my office so it’s not much of an inconvenience to top up
supplies, even on a daily basis, if needed. We tried a large contact feeder in the autumn, but wasted a lot of sugar
when the bees ignored it for a while and it started to go off. One of the first things I remember learning about
feeding bees is to avoid spilling sugar everywhere to avoid robbing- we found this pretty impossible with a contact
feeder! If we end up with hives further away on site then we will probably consider investing in some Ashforth
Feeders instead.
9th April
I had a quick check on the bees today. They’ve certainly got the hang of taking in the fondant now so it will need
topping up soon. The bees had started to draw comb up into out feeder so I removed it using my hive tool.
15th April
It was reassuring to see lots of bees bringing back pollen today. This reminded me that I need to top up on hay
fever tablets! It looks like spring is starting to finally show. I’ve seen quite a bit of red dead nettle around and
some of our shrubs are finally coming into flower too, along with the daffodils and the odd dandelion. We have a
pond right next to our beehive, which I noticed the bees were drinking from today too. It’s a pretty handy
resource to have so close by.
16th April
The weather’s been consistently warmer recently so we decided to have a quick inspection of the hive today,
despite the strong wind (the hive itself is pretty sheltered). We probably stayed in the hive for a little longer
than we should have but we were less confident in our abilities to check for signs of ill health than we thought we
would be. Photos of frames are no substitution for the real thing! I guess we will get quicker with more experience.
In the end we decided that there was probably nothing untoward going on. One of our outer frames never got
drawn out last season as the colony was taken on by our former colleague quite late in the season and was fairly
weak. We noticed that there were some good looking supplies of honey on the outer frames. We also spotted the
queen pretty easily (I assume this will become more of a challenge when the colony grows) and saw she had some
larvae. There were no signs of any queen cells yet, but we had assumed as much because of the lack of forage
around up until very recently.

Andrew having a look at a frame of honey
stores during our first hive inspection of the
season.
17th April
Having missed my association’s talk on swarm
control, I decided it would be wise to head over
to another group’s meeting to catch up on
things. It’s always much easier to see things
being done than reading methods from a book. I
was warmly welcomed by the Leeds BKA and
enjoyed their demonstration on different
swarm control techniques. They have a lovely
spot for their apiary and the night seemed well
attended. Andrew and I have decided we’ll
probably stick with the artificial swarm method
for this season as we are not overly worried
about getting large stocks of honey. I would be
interested to try the demaree method in the future though.
20th April
Andrew and I attended the YBKA conference today. I thought the talks were really great. There was a great mix
of advice, entertainment and information on hot topics such as pesticide issues. Looking at the huge variety of bee
keeping books on offer has made me realise that I’ll never stop learning about the subject.
24th April
Today I decided I was going to switch the bees over from their fondant to a weak sugar solution. When I opened
up the hive, a large section of our feeder had been taken over by more drawn comb! I decided the quickest thing
to do would be to swap over the crown boards with a spare one we have. The outside frames of our brood box had a
lot of honey on them and I think there was even a bit of honey in the comb they were drawing up into the fondant
feeder. A fellow beekeeper advised that we probably didn’t need any more sugar for the time being so we decided
to just to leave them be for now and keep an eye on the temperature. A quick look at some of the other combs
revealed that much of the new brood has started to be capped over in what seems to be a pretty healthy pattern.
The oilseed rape has taken a bit of a battering this season, but patches of it have started to flower in some of the
surrounding fields now so we will have to keep an eye out for queen cells from now on.

Bees wasting their energy building
comb up above the crown board!

Cat Jones

Y.B.K.A. CALENDAR 2013
July 9th

Great Yorkshire Show

August 2nd

YBKA GPC Meeting

September 20th

YBKA GPC Meeting

October 19th/20th

YBKA Honey Show
Countryside Live

October 31st

National Honey Show

November 22nd

YBKA GPC Meeting

December 7th

YBKA AGM
Yorkshire Showground

Note: Training dates are not shown - all programmed events are fully subscribed.
See future issues for new events.

MAQS

Mite Away Quick Strip
Bradford BKA is an official supplier of this new varroa treatment product.
Available Now.

"Save yourself ££££'s"
Quantity & prices options on the
Bradford website
www.bfdbka.org.uk

DCI Mark Starkey thinks he’s got a quiet patch in sleepy Thistledale, but all that is
about to change dramatically when there’s a sudden, unnatural death on the local
allotment…
The grisly discovery down by the beehives is only the beginning for Detective
Starkey. To unmask the murderer he must first uncover an altogether less savoury
side of life in Thistledale; the bitter grudges, thwarted passions and murky pasts.
And then there are the bees.
The life of the honeybee might be described as one of great sweetness and
harmony, punctuated by sudden, desperate, acts of violence. The same could be said
for Thistledale.
Detective Starkey soon realises that the more he knows about bees, the closer he
gets to the killer!

Theatre in the Apiary
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon Mikron
theatre company performed their play
“Beyond the Veil’ to an audience of just
over one hundred. Around a third of these
were beekeepers the rest being keen
theatre goers and interested local
residents. While the audience basked,
beneath sun hats, in the bright sunshine
the players unfolded their story of the
death of the chairman of their local
beekeepers association.
Written by a beekeeper the plot was
illustrated with lashings of beekeeping
knowledge and facts, all used to develop the characters and their actions. Many of the new beekeepers in the
audience were both pleased and amused that all those things they had just learned could be reinforced by the
players. Indeed the songs which formed an integral part of the play could easily be used on a course for new and
novice beekeepers.
In addition to being a thoroughly enjoyable play the event provided a great opportunity for the association to
promote beekeeping within the local community, to sell members produce and to raise funds via the sale of
refreshments and a raffle. Visitors also had the opportunity to put on a beesuit for a ‘taster’ session at the hive.
This was an almost perfect way to promote the association as a part of the community. The Bradford BKA
Apiary was the perfect venue for this excellent bee-based play. Well done to all concerned.

