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Sizes - Infant to XXXL
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Smock £34.50 inc. p&p
Email: michael.duckett@virgin.net

Every year for the last fifteen years I’ve attended the YBKA annual conference, at Bishop Burton College and now
at York College. This year it is on 12th April. I am convinced that it has played a significant factor in the development of my beekeeping. On all occasions I’ve come
away from the day of lecturers and bee talk with new ideas that have subsequently shaped my beekeeping in the
following years. In the first years I attended we beekeepers were just learning to deal with varroa. I remember
Norman Carreck explaining that the most significant risk
from varroa came from their ability to act as vectors of
virus, in particular deformed wing virus. On another occasion Ian Molyneux from Lancashire described to us the
shook swarm technique and David Aston described the
importance of honeybee nutrition to the maintenance of
healthy bees. Ian Craig described his use of double brood
box systems. Now you might say we know about these
things but at the time that these lectures were given many
of these ideas were new to many of us. It is because of
events like the YBKA conference that new skills and
knowledge are disseminated to beekeepers and then become common currency in the beekeeping community.
And then we were given the opportunity to hear inspiring
speakers from other parts of the world, such as Tom Seeley from the US whose brilliant experiments have furthered our knowledge of honeybee behaviour. You felt
that you became a better beekeeper and were at the cutting
edge of developments by simply listening to him.
In my opinion the YBKA can be rightly proud of this
event, which has contributed significantly to the high
standard of beekeeping in Yorkshire. We would be significantly poorer without it, but it needs our continued support.
Details of the event, including application forms, have
been circulated to all associations, and can be found on the
YBKA web site. It is now possible to book on the web
site.
I can be contacted at johnmartinwhitaker@hotmail.com
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Calendar
Sat 5th April 2014
Sat 12th April
Sat 26th April 2014
Sun 27th April 2014
Fri 25th April
Sun 18th May 2014
24th May 2014
10th/11th June 2014
Fri 13th June 2014
8th/9th/10th July 2014
Fri 5th Sept 2014
Fri 24th Oct 2014
18th/19th Oct 2014
30th Oct/1st Nov 2014
Fri 21st Nov 2014
Sat 6th Dec 2014
Fri 16th Jan 2015
Sat 7th March 2015
Fri 27th March 2015

BBKA Spring convention (Harper Adams)
YBKA Annual Conference, York college
Whitby BKA – sale of bees & Equipment at Ellerby, 1pm
Beverley BKA Annual Auction, Woodmansey
YBKA General purposes committee
Airedale BKA Auction NT East Riddlesden Hall – www.airedalebka.org.uk
YDBKA Auction – Museum of Farming Murton
School Countryside Days, GYS
YBKA General purposes committee
Great Yorkshire Show
YBKA General purposes committee
YBKA General purposes committee
Countryside Live & YBKA Honey Show
National Honey Show
YBKA General purposes committee
YBKA AGM
YBKA General purposes committee
YBKA Annual Affiliates Meeting
YBKA General purposes committee (AAM follow up)

Free Small Ads
Allan, Tony & Richard Jefferson, NE Beekeeping Supplies, Thornes Agent, Honey Jars etc
stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
01947 840723
John Whitaker - A kindle edition of ‘On the Keeping of Bees’ is available on Amazon.
Phil Khorassandjian - Bee suits and jackets, round hat or fencing veils, 100% cotton, 10% pre-order
discount until 31 March. www.apibee.co.uk
This area is available to any member of YBKA who has anything to sell, excluding full time businesses. If you wish to
have an entry included, e-mail the editor with the wording of the ad, restricting it to three lines (approx 40 words). There
is no charge. Say whether you want the ad in for one edition or every edition. Please state your name, association and BBKA membership number.
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Wendy J Maslin Yorkshire Beekeepers Examination Officer 2010 - present

My grandfather was a beekeeper, but then whose grandfather was not during the war, as the sugar
ration for feeding the bees was a huge incentive. I remember clearly the large 28lb tins of honey
processed by this gentle country man who loved his bees. He described them as black bees and had only
need to wear protective clothing at the end of the season when removing the honey.
However, my family story does have a little more credibility and dates back to the early 19th century. In
1846 my great, great grandmother moved with her family from Garton in Holderness to Burton Fleming
near Bridlington by cart, her bees travelling along in skeps. It was here in the Yorkshire Wolds my
grandfather continued the family tradition, taking up the craft at 15 years of age. Much of this is
recorded in a newspaper article of 1946, written by Mr W Hamilton, a Lecturer in Beekeeping at Leeds
University. So may be the beekeeping is in the genes.
I attended a beginners course with Beverley Beekeepers about 13 years ago, encouraged to do so by a
friend. Within three weeks the friend had collected a swarm and so began his beekeeping life. I was much
more reticent due to our suburban location and although continuing as a member of my local association
the bees didn't arrive until Easter, 10 years ago. I did the beekeeping alone for the first year until Simon,
my husband, became interested and we have been doing bees together since then, managing between
10 and 12 colonies on 3 sites on the outskirts of Hull.
We both have a background in the health service, he as a doctor and me as an ultrasonographer. We
enjoyed full and busy careers. My job was part management and part clinical and involved a lot of hands
on training and supervision of students as well as lots of interaction with the public.
In 2009 we took the Basic Assessment and since then have worked our way through the modules and
microscopy certificate. My motivation was to learn as much as I could about this fascinating hobby, there
seemed so much catching up to do. I intend to do the other practical assessments in due course and
continue to improve my skills and knowledge. I enjoy sharing (I hesitate to call it teaching) what I have
learnt and I help on some of the courses which we run locally and regionally. I am also training to be a
microscopy assessor.
I have been exhibiting our hive products for a few years now and have enjoyed both the experience and
some success, both locally and nationally in honey shows. Alongside the newspaper article about my
grandfather, I have prize cards he won at his local shows. Places such as Hunmanby and Kirkburn with
Southburn and Tibthorpe, so maybe the competitive nature, as well as the love of beekeeping, is also in
the genes.
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Chairman Tony Jefferson discusses the recent Annual Affiliates
conference
I cannot believe it’s less than three months since Roger Chappel, our new Secretary, and myself were elected. Changing Secretary and Chairman at the same time does pose a few difficulties on hand over and combining this with a new revised constitution has created a
significant learning curve. I hope we have now got up to speed.
I would like to thank all those who attended the Area Affiliates meeting on Saturday 8th March.
We had a good turn out with only 3 of the 22 areas not able to have a delegate present.
The meeting provided some stimulating debate and hopefully I have managed to explain how
the new constitution should assist our members.
I appreciate there is a great deal of work to be done if we are to progress the initiatives that
were discussed. We are fortunate that in Yorkshire we have a large reservoir of talent in many
areas. The key to success is to use this resource to help all our members.
As the YBKA GPC represents less than 1% of the membership we have to realise that if YBKA
members wish Yorkshire to ‘do things’ then the only way we can make real progress is to locate the relevant pockets of talent and form working groups. The GPC should (and really can
only) help to facilitate and co-ordinate progress.
The next steps, I see, are that we need to reconfirm the GPC Area representatives, and ensure
that they are working with the District Delegates and becoming known to their allotted district
associations. Ideas for working groups/parties were developed at the meeting and we now
need to combine some of my initial concepts with the propositions raised at the meeting.
Here is a list of the proposed working groups:· Education/Examinations
·

Schools/younger persons

·

timing of events/submissions/constitution/govenence

·

annual convention(s)

·

bee health/research

·

shows and exhibitions/honey shows

·

lecture/demonstrator contacts and subjects

·

pavilion upkeep

I appreciate this creates a wide ranging agenda, but it certainly gives us some great feedback
from the members and an excellent indicator of the way forward. I would hope the groups build
on this framework as time and resources permit. We all must accept that individual GPC members cannot take initiatives forward by themselves, but with the help and assistance of the
members, via a co-ordinated approach, it should be possible to progress.
The Annual YBKA conference goes from strength to strength, with local, national and international speakers. Elsewhere you will see further details of this really first class event that has
been arranged on behalf of the members. If in doubt details and booking information is availa-
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ble on the YBKA website – I hope to see as many members there as possible – it should be a
great event.
If any area would like more information on this “vision” then please talk to me or any member
of the GPC.
See you at York College !

SPINKS COMPAK LIMITED
9 SHANNON STREET
LEEDS
WEST YORKSHIRE
LS9 8SS
Tel: 0113 2350662
Fax: 0113 249 3845
E-Mail: sales@spinks.co.uk
www.spinkscompak.com
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Chris Hardy of Airedale BKA asks

Neonics – can we learn to love them?
Systemic insecticides are the new pesticides on the block. There are six neonicotinoids. One of them,
Imadacloprid has been about since the 1990s. They are controllable, effective, probably expensive and
allegedly safe, and another tool for the farmer’s and gardener’s armoury against those damned bugs?
This type of systemic treatment negates the need for active husbandry through integrated pest management (IPM). IPM is a response-based approach to pest/fungal control and does not assume that
one will have all of the problems all of the time. The principle of a systemic neonic is that the pesticide is applied ‘in’ the seed and does not disperse; its effects are entombed and controlled.
Despite the wonders of this new miracle cure, new problems have manifested themselves in the apian
world. Many stakeholders held vested interests, commercial, scientific, emotional, economic and political. It seemed that this particular silver bullet was of dubious provenance.
The EU asked the European Food Standards Agency to conduct a review of the safety of neonicotinoids for bees. After a six month review a team of experts found (Jan 2013) that neonics pose an “unacceptable risk” to bees. The highly controversial ban on three neonics (clothianidin, imidacloprid and
thiametoxam) came into effect across the EU because scientific papers revealed that bees in the field,
are likely to receive doses significant enough to kill them PDQ or impair their navigation and learning
skills - and then kill them. Neonicotinoids are powerful neurotoxins affecting a bee’s acetylcholine receptor and therefore its ability to navigate and learn - which in its short lifespan is critically important.
Many detractors of the moratorium demand that all evidence is US centric. For example in the USA
99.8% of maize is coated in neonics (88 million acres) . Although the protein in this pollen is low, bees
will take it and ‘maize pollen was frequently collected by foraging honey bees while it was available:
maize pollen comprised over 50% of the pollen collected by bees, by volume, in 10 of 20 samples.’5 This
study showed that the neonics coated seeds had a seriously deleterious effect on bee health. They
found that the pesticide had migrated to dandelions in field verges. But we don’t grow much maize, so
this doesn’t really count?
In an ideal world , with unlimited funding we’d all research our own problems and quickly. The precautionary principle at least enables a brake to
YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION
be applied to dubious products. Moreover
british law requires that specifically pesticides
are safe. The Health and Safety Executive describe as follows: The precautionary principle
enables rapid response in the face of a possible danger to human, animal or plant health,
enter a subscription to
or to protect the environment. In particular,
The Quality Quarterly
see a sample at
where scientific data do not permit a comwww.bkqonline.co.uk
Northern Bee Books
plete evaluation of the risk, recourse to this
NBB also stock the
Scout Bottom Farm, Mytholmroyd,
widest range of books
Hebden Bridge HX7 5JS
principle may, for example, be used to stop
www.groovycart.co.uk/beebooks
Phone 01422 882751
distribution or order withdrawal from the
market of products likely to be hazardous.
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The burden of proof: In most cases, European consumers and the associations which represent them
must demonstrate the danger associated with a procedure or a product placed on the market, except
for medicines, pesticides and food additives.
The story gets more complicated. Let’s assume that neonics really aren’t the bad guys and that farmers are simply doing the best they can to provide us all with the vast quantities of food we all seem to
need to consume. Peer reviewed science unravels new unexpected hazards caused by chemical cocktails applied to land and crops. The inert ingredients in pesticides … are supposed to be biologically inactive. In addition to these, adjuvants ..require no registration testing. These additives (adjuvants)
modify some property of the spray solution, which improves the ability of the pesticide to penetrate,
target or protect the target organism - typical ingredients used are surfactants, emulsifiers, oils and
salts. A study found that the bee’s proboscis extension reflex which is an olfactory learning tool, is affected negatively by these inert surfactants.
Bees will still be exposed to neonics, even with the moratorium as this year’s crops are already infused
with them. The moratorium is only really effective from 2015, the same year it ends. Did you know
that the moratorium only applies to flowering crops and crops sown in the spring and summer, so
neonics will continue to be widely used on winter wheat? The moratorium does not apply to private
garden or horticultural use. Most significantly neonics persist in the environment for years – so even if
we stopped using them completely, it would be a long while before we saw any benefit. The two year
moratorium was better than nothing. No programme of funding for further research after the two
year period following the ban has been proposed by the EU. No monitoring of wild bee populations is
planned either, so in the unlikely event that their numbers do increase in 2015 we won’t know about
it.
Systemic control is meant to curb the farmer’s use of other pest control agents – typically pyrethroids
which are excruciatingly toxic to pollinators. This is the main and greatest for concern of those who
will not argue against neonics and latterly, adjuvants. But just to whet your pallet, Sussex University
have the results of one farmers approach to ensuring his oil seed rape crop (OSR) is successful.
The crop is sown in late summer with a seed dressing containing thiamethoxam. November, despite
the supposed protection of the neonicotinoid, the crop is sprayed with another insecticide…Gandalf.
Gandalf contains beta-cyfluthrin pyrethroid. Pyrethroids are highly toxic to bees and other insects, but
there should be no bees about in November so that’s probably OK. May sprayed with another pyrethroid, alpha-cypermethrin. Three weeks later, the crop is blitzed with three more pyrethroids, all
mixed together. The crop is still flowering at this point, and would be covered in pollinators. In between, the crop is also treated with a barrage of herbicides, fungicides, molluscicides and fertilizers –
22 different chemicals in total.
I know that a survey from one farmer does not a summer or science make but this is what we are all terrified of. The fervent alacrity and ignorance with which we douse, soak and overwhelm our natural
(what’s left of it) environment is terrifying. Beekeepers are also guilty of this. Our chemically and industrially farmed environments are sick and the tax payer picks up the bill for this. Our natural environments are seriously depleted. We need to remember that we need pollinators, they don’t need us.
Did you know that you cannot get organic rape oil that has been grown in the UK? All OSR is coated
in neonics. You can only buy French or Italian oil.
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And just to end on a high note; Britain is on course to meet European green (oh the irony!) targets
therefore growing more OSR for biofuel – 87,000 hectares more between 2005 and 2010. Come on
lads, better get the spray out then.
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The future of beekeeping...

Modern Beekeeping are suppliers of high density
polystyrene beehives, beekeeping clothing and honey
processing equipment for both the hobbyist and
commercial beekeeper.
Polystyrene beehives have been used in Europe for over 30
years, where they have proved durable and very effective.
These types of hive insulate the bees from extremes of
temperature and the bees thrive in them. Once you have
tried one of our hives you will never go back to wood!

Visit our website and sign up to our Newsletter
to receive information and special offers

Tel: 0844

888 0573

sales@modernbeekeeping.co.uk

w w w.modernbeekeeping.co.uk
Registered Address: Modern Beekeeping, S&E Enterprises, Westacott Road, Barnstaple EX32 8AW
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Good Bee Keeping Plants
Ginny Crerar Barkston Ash Beekeepers Association
Spring has arrived and although the plants are just starting to grow there a number of gardening
tasks that can be undertaken on those dry spring-like days. Preparing the ground and sowing hardy
annual and biennial seeds can be done now. Good plants for bees, which can be sown as seeds, are:
Borage (Borago officinalis); Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum); Californian poppy (Eschscholzia
californica); Candytuft (Iberis spp.); China aster (Callistephus chinensis); Larkia (Clarkia spp.);
Cornflower (Centaurea cyanus); Cosmos (Cosmos bipinnatus); Forget-me-not (Myosotis spp.); Gilia
capitata; Godetia (Clarkia spp.); Heliotrope (Heliotropium arborescens); Love-in-a-mist
(Nigella damascena); Mignonette (Reseda odorata); Nemophila menziesii; Phacelia spp.; Poached
egg plant (Limnanthes douglasii); Sunflower (Helianthus annuus); Sweet Sultan (Amberboa
moschata); Zinnia (Zinnia elegans).
These are the easiest plants to raise from seed. Remember as beekeepers we need large drifts of the
same type of plant to attract the bees. Sowing seeds is definitely the most economical way of
achieving this. As well as sowing at the correct time of year we need to be mindful of the
temperature of the soil. Seeds which are sown into cold soil will not germinate, but just sit there and
eventually rot. Seeds generally need a soil temperature of about 7°C. A rough rule of thumb is that is
when the grass starts to grow again you can sow seeds. Follow the instructions on the seed packet
but make sure the area is free of perennial weeds before you start. No seedlings can compete with
these. Sow your seeds in straight or curved lines and cover the line with a sprinkling of horticultural
sand. That way you will know which are your plants and which are weed seedlings when they
germinate.

The following plants are some that are very useful to honey bees at the moment both for pollen and
nectar.

Shrubs
Rosmarinus officinalis
Rosemary is a versatile evergreen shrub which is just about to burst into
flower. It has small attractive blue flowers that on a warm spring day are
buzzing with bees. It has several different forms that can suit any garden
The traditional Rosmarinus officinalis will eventually get to about 2m high
and wide, but can be kept smaller by lightly pruning just after flowering.
However there is a more compact upright form called Rosmarinus officinalis
Mrs Jessop’s Upright and also a prostrate more creeping form Rosmarinus
officinalis Prostratus. Rosmary’s origins in the Mediterranean indicate the
type of conditions in which it will thrive i.e. a warm sunny spot with well drained and not too fertile
soil. Also of course it has the added bonus of being a very useful culinary herb.
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Viburnum tinus
The evergreen medium sized Viburnum tinus will have been flowering on
and off since the autumn, but it is in March that it really bursts in to full
flower. Starting with closed pink buds which open into white or white
flushed pink flowers. One of the most popular varieties, which is readily
available in nurseries and garden centres, is Viburnum tinus Eve Price.
This is an excellent hardy shrub which happily tolerates shade and most
soil types, requiring little in the way of maintenance.

Ribes sanguineum
Ribes sanguineum, the flowering currant, produces a mass of pendulous
pink blossom at this time of year. It is popular with honeybees particularly
for gathering pollen. The plant is deciduous with the flowers appearing
just as the leaves are coming out. One of the best varieties for the garden
is Ribes sanguineum Pulborough Scarlet. It likes an open sunny position
and will grow to about 3m if left unpruned. However it can be pruned
immediately after flowering if it becomes too large and is often grown as
an informal hedge .Do not prune it later in the year or you will be cutting
off all the flower buds and so will have no flowers the following spring.

Climbers
Clematis armandii
Clematis armandii is an early flowering evergreen clematis. It
has waxy white flowers which are highly scented, so plant close
to a door or window. Although hardy it needs a sheltered south
or southwest facing wall to thrive and as with all clematis, it
likes its roots to remain cool. So plant an evergreen shrub at its
base or mulch regularly with garden compost.

Perennials
Doronicum orientale
Doronicum, common name leopards bane, is one of the
earliest perennials to flower producing both nectar and pollen
from its buttercup yellow daisy shaped flowers. It is a fairly
undemanding plant which will grow in full sun or shade and is
one of the few plants that will put up with dry shade. The

flowers grow to a height of about 45cm and look well in an herbaceous border, their leaves being an
attractive bright green and heart shaped even when the flowers are over .
Aubretia deltoidea
There are numerous varieties of aubretia available all producing a
blast of colour in the early spring ranging from a vibrant purple
through lavender blue to rich pink. They are a creeping mat forming
plant which, if allowed, will tumble over the edge of a raised bed or
wall and are ideal for a rockery. They prefer an open sunny site
with a well drained soil. After flowering they tend to look quite
tatty, but respond to a good clip with the shears often producing a
second flush of flowers later in the season.

Annuals
Limnanthus douglasii
Known as the poached egg plant due to its distinctive
yellow centred white flowers it is actually an annual, but
due to its prolific habit of self seeding , once you have it you
have it forever. It can be grown easily from seed either
sown in the autumn for very early spring flowering or in the
spring to flower in early summer. Honey bees only tend to
visit when it is planted en mass so raising the plants from
seed is the only economical way of doing this. It is a low
growing plant the flowers only reaching about 15cm. It likes a sunny well drained situation and on
warm spring days it will produce nectar as well as pollen for the honeybees.
Wildflowers
Now is also the time you can start creating a wildflower container/patch/meadow depending on the
size of your garden. As with sowing garden annuals
good ground preparation with the removal of
perennial weeds is essential for the wildflowers to be
successful. A new innovation in recent years has been
seed mats. These are two layers of biodegradable
paper which have a mix of wildflower seeds
sandwiched between them. The mat has the dual
purpose of, providing a mix of annual and perennial
wildflower seeds ready to germinate, as well as the
matting cutting out the light to the soil so suppressing undesirable weeds. There are some with
wildflower mix’s specifically to encourage bees. For more information go to www.beemat.com/
I hope this information has been of interest. I will be at the YBKA annual conference at York with a
plant stall so would love to see you there.

The Preparation of liquid honey for the Show Bench.
Dave Shannon
YBKA Chief honey Steward
After keeping bees for two or three years successfully, and achieving a surplus of honey from your
hive or hives, embarking on showing your honey at your association or local county honey show
comes as a natural progression. For the absolute novice beekeepers among you it is essential to first
master the art of tending your bees and extracting your honey successfully. Over the next few
months if you follow my procedures regarding the extraction of your honey and the various procedures to follow after the extraction, I am hoping to take you from being a good beekeeper to being a
good exhibitor capable of entering your honey in any show and having a very good chance of winning
a prize in your chosen show class, irrespective of the number of hives you own. A list of all required
equipment for these procedures is available in the February 2014 issue of e-news in my introduction.
The key to producing a good liquid honey is care and attention in every detail of your preparation and
if showing honey close attention must be paid to that particular show’s schedule details. In fact, this
applies to all the different types of honey you may produce.
The very first thing to do when you have a full, or nearly full, super of honey is to check the water
content of the honey with a refractometer. It is a legal requirement for liquid honey in the UK to have
a water content which is less than 20%. However, though legal, this is still quite high. May I suggest

12

that a reading of somewhere between 17 - 18% is preferable if you are intending selling or showing
the honey. Full instructions come with the refractometer explaining its use. This first basic check is
essential to ensure that when your honey is extracted, filtered, stored in your buckets and jarred up,
it will not ferment, and should retain its fresh clean taste for many months. Your honey should always
be filtered before storage as this helps to stop natural fermentation occurring. If possible it should be
stored at below 10 °C.
It is generally believed that when your honey is capped over by the bees, this ensures it is ripe and
the water content is fine. This is not always so. Sometimes with a strong colony when a nectar flow is
at its peak or starting to ebb the bees will rush the process of water extraction and cap full nectar
cells over before they are actually ready, so always err on the side of caution and check it before extraction. If the bees have capped or partially capped it over and when you check it the water content
is greater than 20% then you will have to extract it as if it had been capped in the usual manner, but
then feed it back to them when the main flow has stopped to enable them to re-process it getting the
water content down to the required level. Do this even if the bees are to keep the honey as winter
stores, as a high water content can be a contributing factor to dysentery in bees.
If all is well we then go on to extract the honey from the combs taking care to cut off the cappings
that the bees put on the surface of the honey to keep it fresh. We can do this in a variety of ways but
I use a reasonably sharp long bladed knife. With the frame of honey resting on a piece of wood placed
across the top of a bucket allow the blade to cut just under the surface of the cappings and working in
a downwards action cut all the way under the cappings which will then fall into your bucket. Repeat
on the other side so you have exposed all the runny honey underneath. You are now ready to place
the frame in your extractor. Repeat with other frames until the extractor is full then, slowly at first,
start to turn the extractor and the honey will collect in the bottom of your extractor. The cut off cappings in the bucket can then be placed upside down on the top of the extractor with a muslin tied
over the bucket top enabling the honey from the cappings to drain into your extractor. I place a plastic bucket under the extractor tap with either a conical filter hanging just under the tap, or a bucket
filter placed on your bucket before we open the valve. This filter catches all the larger bits of wax and
debris as your honey flows from the extractor valve into the bucket. If the filter gets blocked with wax
and debris then close the valve, clean off the filter and re-start the process until the bucket is full or
all the honey is extracted.
If you are extracting the honey on a very warm day in mid summer, the honey may be warm and free
running. If this is the case it may be possible to pass it through the fine filter cloth straight away into a
clean bucket. Before you do this skim off any debris on the surface of the honey with a large spoon.
Always rinse your cloth under warm water first then shake off as much of the remaining water as possible before using. This enhances the ability of the warm honey to pass through the fine filter cloths.
If the cloth is dry, it may clog on the inside and not run through smoothly. When it is a cooler and so
more viscous, it may be necessary to gently warm the honey in the warming cabinet to enable you to
pass the honey through the fine filter cloth.
If you have a thermostat on the warming cabinet set it at around 38/40 °C. Keep the honey in the
warming cabinet until the required temperature is achieved throughout honey. If you don't have a
thermostatically controlled cabinet but just a cabinet with light bulbs in the base this is also ok. Keep
stirring the honey every hour and check the honey temperature with a jam thermometer or similar
until the same temperature of the honey is achieved as above. Never use 60w bulbs as they are too
hot and will burn or caramelize your honey. Use 40w bulbs in all cabinets or slightly less. At 40oC the
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honey should pass straight through the fine filter cloth from one bucket to another. Ensure the bucket is very clean first and again, before filtering, skim off any surface debris. It is always best to have
another person to help with this procedure to avoid spills. Clean out the first bucket thoroughly and
dry then repeat the process of filtration back into the first bucket. This honey then should now be
very clean and can be poured into your settling tank very slowly. I often tilt the tank slightly on one
side and pour the honey in down the side of the tank through the filter again. If this is done less air
goes into your honey. Keep it in a warm place as you don't want the honey to get too cold. Leave it
over night to settle. This allows all the little air bubbles trapped within the honey to rise to the surface so when we bottle we get the least amount or air in our jars as possible. I have an old electric
wine heater belt which I place around the tank base to keep the honey warm, but a nice warm room
in the house should suffice.
We are now ready to jar our honey, but first read your honey show schedule to check which jars and
lids to use. Most honey shows specify the use of 1 lb jars with gold screw lids but there are exceptions
and so it is best to check. Always ensure that all the jars and lids are clean. Never assume that just because they are new they will be clean. I always put mine through the dish-washer first, and then ensure they are thoroughly dry. I then use a soft clean cotton cloth to give the jars a quick buff up prior
to filing, inside and out before I run in my honey. Then we are ready. Tilt the jars as you fill them from
the tank and run the honey in very slowly down one side of the jar, keeping any air bubbles to a bare
minimum. I fill my jars ever so slightly over full just in case I have very small particles or a faint scum
line that rise to the top. You can then skim it off the surface using the back of a dry teaspoon by rolling it gently over the surface, wiping and drying each time it is used. When the jars are filled set them
in a warm place ideally on a window sill in full sun, or slightly shaded on very hot days. They need to
stay there for a good week before the show, possibly two, and every day give the jars a sharp twist
quarter of a turn around. This movement along with the warmth lets any remaining air bubbles rise to
the surface and disperse. Any that persist around the jar neck can be lifted with the help of a thin
straw or spatula.
We now need to use an LED torch to check through the honey. Remove the jars from the window sill,
and very carefully keeping them upright place them on a flat surface. Then take your torch and hold it
behind the jar and position it so you can look straight through the jar and the honey. This strong light
will highlight any small piece of debris there may still be in the honey. These can be removed using a
thin cocktail straw. Place your thumb over one end and lower the straw to just above the piece you
wish to remove. When the straw is directly above the said intruder release your thumb causing a vacuum and this will suck up the piece into the straw. Place your thumb back on and withdraw the straw
with piece inside. When all is clear and free from air bubbles with no granulation, with just very clear
honey, your main task is done. Before replacing your clean lid just put a very small amount of Vaseline on the threads. This ensures the lid will not stick and it can be removed by the honey judge with
ease later on the show bench.
There are three classes: light, medium or dark. It is very important that you check which class your
honey falls into. If it is placed in the wrong class your entry will be disqualified. You need to either
show your honey to a person experienced in showing honey who will be able to tell you what class it
should be in. Or if your association has use of some honey grading glasses use those, but you will still
need a person who knows how to use them correctly to assess your honey before advancing to the
next step.
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You must then refer, once again, to your schedule and check where your class label is to be placed.
Some schedules say an inch above the base but the distance may vary from one show to the another.
To get this measurement correct on each jar I have made a template. Just cut a strip of thin card cut
to the correct size as the schedule states, let’s say it is 1 inch. Make it long enough to go all around
the jars you are using. Cut it to length and tape it together forming a ring. On this ring I place three
marks. I place a jar into the ring making sure you can do this with ease and the ring is not too tight.
Then I put a mark on the ring in black pen where the two mould seams of the jar are. Now take out
the jar and lay the ring flat. Measure the position of the centre between the two seam marks and put
a mark in red. You can now line up one of the black jar seam marks of any similar jar within the ring
and the red centre line is always where you put the centre of your class label, making sure they are
always in the same place and the correct distance from the base of your jar according to the schedule.
The main thing to remember with the preparation of your honey for the show bench is to take your
time with the process and give yourself plenty of time to enable you to get the best results with your
honey.
Good luck with your local honey shows and I look forward to seeing some of you at our YBKA honey
show at the Harrogate show ground, Countryside Live event on Oct the 17-18-19th. Give me a call for
schedules and entry forms from July onwards. The next issue covers creamed and natural granulated
honey.

The Best Exhibit of all Beeswax or Candles.
A Perpetual Challenge Trophy offered by the executors of the late Mrs Maureen Ziegler to the Worshipful
Company of Wax Chandlers, in commemoration of her visits to the Hives and Honey Section at the YAS from
1931 until 2002. The trophy is a fruit bowl made from a burr
of Yew, complete with detachable base with silver bee with
inscription. Commissioned by Mrs E. M. Osborn, the trophy
has been modified under instruction of the Court of The
Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers.
Note...The solid Silver Bee...which is detachable to avoid
damage...the bowl is detachable from the base....the base is
encapsulated in a solid Hallmarked Silver Inscription for winners names there is a simple narrative inscribed by hand...
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What Ails Our Honeybees?
Dave Barrett Master Beekeeper Leeds BKA
I don’t know about you, but I’m always being asked about the health of my bees. Most people think that it’s
all about “that mite”. But of course it’s far more complicated than that. Our honeybees, feral colonies and
pollinators in general are all having a hard time. But why? What are the causes? What’s to be done?
Well here’s a brief, personal, viewpoint.
SO WHAT’S WRONG?
1) Habitat
- Loss of hedgerows and field margins
- Since the 1940’s the UK has lost a massive 97% of our wildflower meadows (Friends of the Earth
April 2012)
- Mono culture farming. The pollen from different flowers provides bees with different nutritional
values (lipids and proteins). This nutritional variety is essential for the bee’s development and growth.
Whilst monoculture produces plenty of pollen (OSR; beans etc.) – it doesn’t provide the bees with a
balanced diet.
2) Climate Change
- Well, whether this is a new, permanent shift or not, I don’t know. What I do know is that milder
winters are causing bees to start laying too early with the consequence that they “use up” vital winter
stores at alarming rates. Forty five pounds of winter stores used to be more than enough. Not so
nowadays.
- Summers seem to be extremely variable – wet or cold or particularly hot.
-

Heather used to start flowering within a day or so of “the glorious 12th” – 12th August. Nowadays
flowering starts anytime from late July.
- Over winter losses used to hover around 10%. Nowadays 20% to 35% has become the norm.
3) Pesticides / Fungicides
- There has been a massive increase in the use of both pesticides and fungicides in the last 30 years.
- Over 100 scientific papers link damage to bees (disorientation; breathing difficulties; mating failures
etc.) to these commonly used agricultural chemicals.
- Individual chemicals are tested for toxicity to pollinators – but authorities do not require tests to see
if there is damage caused when these chemicals are combined in any way (in a chemical “soup”). A
report in 2010 (Johnson reported in BBKA news November 2012) showed that when combined
coumaphos, flumethrin (both beekeeper applied Varroa treatments) and chlorothalonil (fungicide)
synergise to become more toxic to bees.
- Studies, albeit mainly from USA, show worrying levels of chemicals to be found in both pollen loads
and in beeswax. A 2010 study (Mullins) showed a)121 different pesticides in hive samples b) 60% of
wax and pollen sampled contained systemic pesticides c) 50% of wax and pollen sampled contained
fungicides and miticides (the latter likely to have been administered by beekeepers in attempts to
control Varroa). Why does this matter? Well the bees are feeding this contaminated pollen to their
developing larvae. And those same larvae are developing in a wax cell that is also likely to be
contaminated with pesticides and fungicides. This cannot be conducive to healthy larval development.
- Wax foundation. BBKA News (BBKA News November 2012) reported, “widely accepted that traded
wax is contaminated – and in some cases heavily so”. Do we know where our foundation comes from?
Or if it contains pesticides or fungicides? Some agents now supply standard and premium foundation!
- Neonicotinoids. Now subject to a two year EU ban from December 2013. However it is said to remain
active in the soil for more than two years – thus rendering any evaluation of this temporary ban
suspect. We do know though, that this treatment is damaging to bees at concentration levels as low as
4/billionths of a gram – affecting their immune systems and navigational abilities. Some 43% of bees
treated with pesticides fail to report home (Charles Clover –Sunday Times April 2012)
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4) Mites , Pathogens and Viruses
- Varroa is well known for the harm it inflicts on honeybees. Thanks to beekeepers moving bees
between continents the mite “jumped species” from the Asian honeybee to the European honeybee.
The European honeybees just can’t cope with / deal with the mite. Were it not for beekeepers treating
their stocks, there would be hardly any honeybees left in the UK. Feral colonies have largely been
wiped out.
- Varroa infestation renders honeybees liable to attack from other infections and viruses (deformed
wing virus; Nosema apis and Nosema cerana).
- Other foreign invaders are awaited- small hive beetle and hornets.
AND SO WHAT’S THE REAL CAUSE OF OUR HONEYBEE PROBLEM?
Well the answer is “all of the above”. Honeybees have a very primitive immune system. They can, and
have, coped with several of these difficulties over the years. That’s not saying that they have dealt with
them, just coped with. There are though now just too many for them to deal with. The tipping point has perhaps been reached (arguably with Varroa). But we can’t simply lay all the blame on Varroa. It’s merely
one more difficulty in a long line of problems.
SO WHAT?
Well, insect pollinators in general, and honeybees in particular, are essential to food production.
- UK Honeybees alone are said to produce £190m pollination value each year,
- Worldwide 1/3 of all food produced (animal and human) is dependent on insect pollination.
- 80% of plants need pollinators – and 85% of these need honeybees to pollenate them.
- 95% of fruit trees need honeybee pollination.
- 50% of wild flowers need insect pollination.
- We now know that some viruses that affect honeybees (i.e. deformed wing virus) also affect bumble
bees.
WHAT’S TO BE DONE?
- Continue to treat for Varroa. Without effective treatment by beekeepers, this will kill your colonies.
- Scientists and beekeepers are trying to breed Varroa resistant bees.
- Do not import either queens or bees from outside the UK (this is established BBKA policy).
- Continue to lobby ( via BBKA ) for controls on insecticides and fungicides.
- Ask where your foundation comes from? Perhaps get your bees to produce their own comb by using
starter strips alone?
- Lobby our Local Authority / Highways Agency to plant pollinator friendly verges and roundabouts.
Ask them to mow these areas less frequently to allow flowers to bloom and set seed. When planting
trees, ask that these should be pollinator friendly –i.e. produce nectar and pollen yielding flowers.
- Continue to train/educate beekeepers to deal with the latest threats and treatments.

**************************
Lake Isle of Innisfree
WB Yeats
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made;
Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee,
And live alone in the bee loud glade.
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Malcolm Padfield’s beekeeping diary
End of winter, hopefully. Pollen seems abundant but I haven’t checked what it might be; too busy with other
things. All colonies have survived but some are very weak, so may yet lose some. 100% survival is a first for a while
and so was another observation. All the books say snowdrops
have appeal for bees but despite having drifts of white in abundance, this is the first year I have ever seen a bee visit them!
The fondant applied as insurance was worthwhile with stronger
colonies having cleared up two patties. I’ve been bold and offered two colonies 1:1 syrup in a homemade direct feeder by
way of an introduction to the standard 1 litre indirect feeders.
This year the local rape looks to be in good shape so the plan is
to ‘fast track’ a number of colonies to take advantage of a good
crop .Steady feeding of 1:1 syrup should give a good build up of
young bees enabling a second brood box of foundation above an
excluder to produce drawn foundation:
a)To assist in ‘Demarreeing’,
b) To give nucleus units a flying start when new Queens are introduced. Half a dozen of demarree boards have been made –well nearly completed so a good start can be
made to Q rearing options.
More mundane tasks need to be tackled first so half a dozen clean mesh floors are ready for use. When these go
on clean ‘drop boards’ will be used to check for varroa drop which hopefully will prove to be minimal as all units
were treated with oxalic in December/January. If a problem appears then once the colony is strong enough a formic acid gel strip will be used – MAQS is one which I have dabbled with and no ill effects were observed so will
probably be used on the units on rape to try to give a clear start to potential nuc units.
A number of 14x12 units have a lot of older comb and I cannot be sure if the chalk brood is due to bee genetics or
that once in a hive it proliferates. A couple of such hives will be shook swarmed as soon as a decent nectar flow
appears and a continued supply of syrup will be applied until the colony has had a chance to recover.
This process takes its toll on Q’s but it provides a clear out of a lot of potentially damaging
or debilitating pests/pathogens.
Other hives will be split vertically using yet another ‘board’.
A useful system for people who are pressed for time in out apiaries or for new beekeepers with unmarked Q’s.
This board is a solid crown board with openings in the frame on opposite sides and faces.
The colony to be split needs a second brood chamber and a full set of foundation .The colony is simply divided
equally between the old and new brood chambers (in respect of eggs ,brood and food) with spaces being filled
with foundation. The board divides the two equal units and the top entrance on the opposite side to the original is
left open. The foragers leave the top and return to the bottom box by the original entrance. A check of the top box
after four days will reveal which box contains the Q. No eggs no Q. Bees hatching in ‘other’ box will automatically
orientate to the entrance of that box. One box will produce Q cells and ultimately a new Q or it can be used in any
way needed.
Any weak colonies will be checked for Nosema; a simple check for anyone with a microscope but most societies
have members who can help with this. There is not a lot which can be done if it is a problem but having clean
drawn comb to replace some of the existing will help. Work by Bailey in the 50’s is worth reading- in a nutshell, he
says Nosema spores will not survive in honey(sealed cells) but will abound on the comb surface, frames and hive
walls and will flourish.
As a routine, I sterilise all frames as they become available using Acetic 80’s vapour. Extracted super frames get
this treatment which with the right equipment and the technique is quick and easy and safe. (This is a hobby horse
of mine so may be more later)
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This year will see pollen trays on some of my hives for the first time. This is part of a way of controlling the activities of drones for the breeding programme later in the year when drone foundation will be introduce into selected hives to try to manipulate the composition of drone congregation areas and the pollen trap to control the
flying times of drones to suit the release of virgin queens.
Treated seed has been used on many rape crops as stocks were allowed to be used prior to the ban imposed. A
new computer model which simulates a honey bee colony is hoped to show how bees are affected by pesticides
and other environmental changes. Simulation of egg laying, nurse bees care of brood, forager collection of pollen
and nectar. Co-funded by Syngenta the scheme will look for affects of pesticides, no doubt hoping to back up
claims by the big companies that affects of many of their plant treatments have been overplayed and possibly
based on unreliable evidence. I await the outcome with interest.
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York District Beekeepers Annual Auction
2014
Saturday 24th May 2014
Held at Yorkshire Museum of Farming, Murton Park, Murton, York YO19 5UF

Items for sale accepted between 9am and 11am,. Viewing 11am to 12 noon
Auction Starts 12 noon.
Bees for sale must have been inspected by a seasonal bee inspector within the
previous 3 weeks of the sale.
To arrange delivery of bees to the site please contact Nigel Davies on 01904
468001
Lots for sale should be of reasonable quality, and will be scrutinised by the
Stewards before being accepted. It is recommended that all equipment be sterilised before submitting it for sale. Drawn comb, rusty tin ware, and items of poor
quality will not be accepted. The vendor may fix a reserve price on any item by
informing the Steward when booking in the items.
There is no sellers premium, buyers will pay a 5% premium which will be added
to the selling price.

BEVERLEY BEEKEEPERS’
ANNUAL AUCTION
HONEY BEES AND BEE KEEPING EQUIPMENT
APRIL 27TH 2014
WOODMANSEY VILLAGE HALL
LONG LANE
WOODMANSEY HU17 0RN
Enquiries to : auction@beverleybeekeepers.co.uk
or Dave Hodgson on 07875393588
also see www.beverleybeekeepers.co.uk – Events Diary
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Airedale BKA Auction
Sunday May 18th
National Trust's East Riddlesden
Hall
for more details go
to www.airedalebka.org.uk
Whitby and District BKA
Saturday 26th April
Sale of Bees and Equipment
Ellerby on A174 between Hinderwell and Ellerby
Auctioneer - Robert Smith, Richardson & Smith
Sale starts at 10-30 am
Contact stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk
Tel Allan Jefferson on 01947 840 723
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