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I always find September a strange month. At the beginning there is so much beekeeping still to do, treating for varroa and then feeding the bees. The colonies
on the heather have to be brought home and the
heather honey extracted. And then suddenly it’s all
over. The bees are prepared for the winter and with
the exception of the oxalic acid treatment in December, there is now little beekeeping to do for the next
six months.
But, as a beekeeper, there is still a lot to be involved
with. We need to prepare and plan for the next year.
There is equipment to buy, make or repair. There are
books and magazines to read to see if there are ideas
to be incorporated into next year’s beekeeping. There
are the association meetings to support. And if you
are so inclined now is the time to start studying in
earnest for the BBKA module examinations.
During the winter the YBKA Genaral Purposes committee will be busy, organising module tutorials, general husbandry courses for next spring and the annual
spring conference.

Countryside Live Event
Saturday 18th Oct & Sunday 19th Oct 2014
At Great Yorkshire Showground
incorporating
The Annual YBKA Honey Show
http://countrysidelive.co.uk/
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Yorkshire Beekeepers Calendar
24th

Fri
Oct 2014
18th/19th Oct 2014
30th Oct/1st Nov 2014
Fri 21st Nov 2014
Sat 6th Dec 2014
Fri 16th Jan 2015
Sat 28th Feb 2015
Sat 7th March 2015
Sat 14th March 2015
Fri 27th March 2015
17th, 18th,19th April 2015

YBKA General purposes committee
Countryside Live & YBKA Honey Show
National Honey Show
YBKA General purposes committee
YBKA AGM
YBKA General purposes committee
Annual Affiliates Meeting
BeeTradex Stoneleigh
YBKA Annual spring Conference
YBKA General purposes committee (AAM follow up)
BBKA Annual Convention
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Meet David Shannon, long standing committee member and former chairman of YBKA, as
he describes in his own words his life and involvement in beekeeping.
After leaving school in 1962 to start a career in mining and engineering at South Kirby colliery, I worked
my way up to grade one electrician. I enrolled at the area Mining and Technical College at Hemsworth
near Pontefract to gain my qualifications. Restless and unfulfilled I transferred to Frickley Colliery hoping
to move to better things but after 12 months I left and went on to an engineering course at Hull University, where I achieved an honours degree in engineering.
When I left university I went to work for Rio Tinto mining in Cornwall as an engineer where I got accepted
first on a day release basis at the very prestigious Cambourn School of Mining and Geology down in Surrey and furthering my career by obtaining a degree in geology. I then went to work for Cementation Mining where I stayed holding various positions throughout a happy 23 years with them . It wasn't until the
mid 90s when, to my very great upset, I was diagnosed with an industrial lung disease and had to take
compulsory retirement.
It was then I took up beekeeping in a more serious way, as I had only dabbled before then. I joined Doncaster and Yorkshire beekeepers and took a position on the committee at Doncaster until last year when
after being the President for a three year term I have stood down from committee work.
I joined the committee of YBKA in 2001 when Michael Badger was in the chair, and took on the role of
area representative for the South Ridings serving Doncaster, Barnsley, Rotherham and Sheffield. I did this
until the beginning of last year when I stood down to allow others the opportunity to take on a role within the committee. Philip Khorassandjian from Sheffield took over my position.
I was also vice chairman to Sue Chatfield who sadly had to stand down after the first year in her role as
Chairperson due to a family commitments. It was then that I took up the role of chairman of YBKA and
held the post for 5 years, two standing in for Sue and three years of my own term. With help and cooperation from John Whitaker and then our new Educations Officer Wendy Maslin we set up the BBKA training and module exams programs at our headquarters on the Yorkshire Show Ground in Harrogate. These
have been extremely successful from the outset and continue to be so. We have also run Basic Husbandry tutorials and exams and we have had good success with this line of education. We find many beekeepers prefer to go down the practical route rather than take all the modules. We are now also doing
Microscopy courses and tutorials at the Pavilion. All of these courses help our association members better their own knowledge of beekeeping and become more competent apiarists overall.
Now I am a BBKA basics examiner taking beginners for their basic assessment, so that hopefully they can
progress onto the modules of a husbandry course in a few years time. I am also the bee garden steward
at the Great Yorkshire Show and have prepared and set out the headquarters each year for the show and
organise our army of eager association volunteers. We aim to educate the public and up-and-coming
beekeepers in all aspects of beekeeping with honey sales, honey tasting and live bees demonstrations. I
think overall we at YBKA, through a dedicated committee and very hard working Educations Officer in
Wendy, have achieved a great deal over the last 10 years. Not only in education but also socially, putting
on our Annual Spring Conference day, bringing in top speakers and organising buffet lunches and hot
meals for our attending members.
Finally, I have been involved with the organisation of our YBKA Honey Show as chief steward for YBKA for
the past 14 years and have been chief steward at the new permanent Countryside Live Event organised
by the Yorkshire Agricultural Society and the YBKA for the last 4 years. I enjoy it all every year.
Dave Shannon
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Badger’s Gems
With the autumn fast upon us bee colonies are getting ready for winter clustering. The bees’ actions are governed by
the dwindling daylight hours and the changing climate. Treatments for varroa should be complete by the month end.
Use your Seasonal and Regional Bees Inspector for advice (remember use them or like the proverbial post office /
village shop you will lose them).
All weak colonies are best united to make one strong colony for going into the winter - colonies treated as such will
give a good account of themselves the following year, whereas three weak ones will struggle through the winter and
then spend all the following summer building up.
Get into a mindset of changing brood combs annually. Now is the time to move combs for replacement on to the
flanks of the brood box.. Brood comb loses 25% of its egg laying space in two years of service which restricts the
queen in her egg laying capacity. This hampers the essential build-up of the foraging force when there is a honey
flow.
Bee colonies returning from the heather will need attention. They will be very short of bees for the months ahead. Unless they are on Commercial or Langstroth equipment it is good practice to add a shallow box or deep box of combs
to the returning colony, once the super/s are taken off. Give a good 6lb feed of warm syrup to the colony. It will seal
up the uncapped honey in the brood nest, so essential to avoid fermentation of stores and issues of dysentery. More
essentially this feed gets the queen back into lay, thus ensuring a good supply of young bees, so necessary for the
winter and early spring work. You might find that they will throw out discarded drone brood that are bred in this period and before they close down for the winter. This is quite natural.
Attend winter meetings. Make your Secretary feel that his or her work for the members has been worthwhile. It is also a tonic to the speaker to be welcomed by a good turn-out.
*****
Whilst researching material for my forthcoming book on Heather Honey, I took to the attic - a very dubious thing to
do. I spent the whole day enjoying rummaging through boxes and boxes of beekeeping artefacts to my wife’s annoyance. One particular item that struck a chord was the case of a Shropshire beekeeper who winter-fed his bees with
green dyed de-natured sugar in 1970. Our editor John Whitaker and a Selby beekeeper have themselves come face to
face with the issues of bees forging on “sweet things” other than honey. The seriousness of this issue is that YBKA
are formulating a proposition for consideration at the 2015 British Beekeepers’ Association’s Annual Delegates Meeting. Returning to the Shropshire beekeeper, Major Wheeler. He had purchased a large consignment of the green dyed
de-natured sugar that was being made available by the Ministry of Agriculture. In the autumn of 1970 he fed his bees
with the substance, to find in the spring that the green-fed syrup had been transferred to the supers and mixed with the
newly incoming nectar from nearby fields of oil seed rape. The outcome made headlines in all the national newspapers and continued to rumble on for a matter of weeks. So much so that it was actually resulted in an unedifying
slanging match in the correspondence columns of The Times, and in the popular press under such headlines as “Major’s bees turned green” and so on. Whereas I am quite sure that Major Wheeler had justified (to himself) his motives
for washing his dirty (green linen) in public, the harm that he did to beekeeping and English honey sales and his
squalid little shouting campaign was considerable. Honey has always been sold on the basis of its being a pure food:
the recently proposed (1971) proposals for honey under the International standard code for honey (publicised under
the Codex Alimentarius regulations of the World Health Organisation) had a section on permitted additives – it bore
the single word: “None”. Major Wheeler had thrown doubt upon this basic fact in the most unpleasant manner and,
despite his later cries of “that wasn’t what I meant at all” the damage was done.
We are all too aware that there are many sections of the press, television and the media who are willing to reduce any
matter with which they deal to the lowest factor of banality and triviality. They are the “now’t so queer as folk”
school of journalists, and Major Wheeler must have seemed to them like a gift from the gods. The image of a choleric
retired army Major, and his eccentric activity of keeping bees which (screams of idiot laughter) produced green honey, was absolutely made to set their tiny minds reeling. They probably fell about laughing as they thought up their
flippant headlines and loaded questions. Anyone who has had dealing with press, radio or television interviewers will
know exactly what I mean.
Michael Badger
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Good Bee Keeping Plants
It is all about seeds at the moment in my garden .Both collecting and sowing. It is time to sow hardy
annual flowers to give them a chance to grow into sturdy seedlings before the cold weather sets in.
This will provide you with good early flowers for the bees next year .Suitable plants to sow now are
Cornflowers, English Marigolds, California Poppy, Corn Cockle ,Larkspur and Poached Egg plant. It is
much cheaper to grow them from seeds than to try and source mature plants. These can either be
sown directly onto weed free soil( any weeds including grass will soon out compete them).Or they
can be sown into module trays giving the seedlings a chance to get a bit larger before being planted
out towards the end of October.

The following plants are some that are useful to honey bees at the moment.

Shrubs
Hydrangeas
Hydrangeas can be a useful plant at this time of year however not the traditional pink and blue
H.macrophylla seen so often at the seaside, it is the less showy H. paniculata and H. villosa which
provide nectar and pollen. In the garden they can be used as specimen shrubs such as
H .paniculata Brussels Lace.
The name gives the clue to main attraction which is the delicate
lace like flower heads.
H.quercifolia has large flower heads and also exhibits stunning
autumn foliage.
H.villosa is a large shrub or even small tree which produces large
blue/ purple / lilac flowers .
Hydrangeas can also be planted in groups to give an eyecatching sight at this time of year.
Depending on the variety chosen, hydrangeas range in height
from about 1m to about 4m. Most of the shrub hydrangeas are
deciduous, but will hold onto their leaves in a mild winter.
They will grow in most ordinary soils in sun or partial shade.
However they do like protection from cold winds.

Climbers
Ivy (Hedera helix)
Whilst the flowers of ivy are fairly small and insignificant, certainly not the reason why the general
public would plant ivies in their garden, to the bees they are an excellent source of both honey and
pollen. This, at the time when they are building up their stores for winter, is a very good reason to
include ivy in your garden planting. There are numerous ornamental ivies which do produce flowers
however the common dark green ivy Hedera helix produces the most.
Coupled with this is the fact that it is extremely hardy and will grow in most situations including dry
shade and there are not many plants which will thrive under such
conditions.
Ivies can be grown up supports, either against walls or trained over
wire forms to produce topiary features. However they do not have to
climb, there are several dense varieties
which can be grown for ground cover.
Suitable varieties are Hedera caneriensis “Ravensholst” and Hedera
colchica Dentata .

There are also some varieties which stand up with no support such as Hedera helix congesta which
grows to about 45 cm and Hedera helix erecta which grows to about
1m. These make a good architectural contribution to the garden. So
with all that choice of shapes and sizes there is really no garden that
does not have a space for some ivy!

Perennials
Sedums come in all shapes sizes and colours and most provide good forage for bees at this time of
year. One of the most familiar and reliable species is Sedum spectabile which grows to a height and
spread of about 45cm so is suitable for growing towards the front of the herbaceous border. It is
deciduous and will grow in sun or partial shade and comes in several varieties

’
Sedum spectabile

Sedum spectabile

Sedum spectabile

“Autumn Joy”

“ Red Emperor”

“ Iceburg “

Stonecrop or Sedum acre is a low growing mat forming perennial which is used widely in green roof
planting. It gets covered in a mass of small yellow flowers which are very attractive to bees. It is
suitable for planting in rockeries or wall tops as it puts up with drought and poor soil well.
Sedum acre

Aster novi- belgii or to give it it’s common name the Michealmas daisy is a lovely colourful addition
to the autumn garden, the daisy like flowers lasting right through to the first frosts. They come in a
range of colours from purple to blue, lilac to pink and on to white. They provide good sources of
both pollen and nectar at this time of year. They like a well cultivated, fertile, moist soil in sun or
partial shade. They grow to a height of about 1m and, unless they are being propped up by a
neighbouring plant in the border will need staking. Also they are one of the plants which benefit
from the “Chelsea Chop “. That is in late May cutting the stems by a third to prevent them from
getting a bit leggy later in the season.
Some good cultivars are

Aster novi-belgii Jenny

Aster novi-belgii White Ladies

Aster novi-belgii Purple Dome

Anenome x hybrida or Japanese Wind Flower is yet another of the very useful member of the
anemone genus. These are fairly vigorous perennials if given the right conditions which are moist
fertile humus rich soil in sun or partial shade. They are a tall plant reaching about 1.5m in height and
spread so not suitable for a small garden. They do not like being moved so can be difficult to
propagate by division like most perennials. Several good garden cultivars have been developed.

These include:

Anemone x hybrida “Max Vogel”

Anemone x hybrid
“ Honorine Jobert”

Anemone x hybrida
“Pretty Lady Diana”

Wildflowers
Now is the time for that back breaking task of planting native bulbs to provide flowers in late winter
and early spring. These flowers will be much appreciated by the bees as early season nectar and
pollen sources. Suitable bulbs are; Winter aconites, Snowdrops (only single varieties “Atkinsii” is a
good early variety), Crocus tommasinianus, Wood anemone, Grape hyacinth and Bluebells. As a
general rule bulbs should be planted at a depth of 3xs there size and if anything go deeper rather
than shallower as bulbs which are not planted deep enough will often fail in their second year.
Rather than planting bulbs in rows, to achieve a more natural random drift, throw a handful of bulbs
in the area you want them then plant them where they fall. This will produce a much more pleasing
pattern.

Ginny Crerar Barkston Ash Beekeepers Association

Letter to the editor
Dear Editor
Those of us that live near rivers and dykes , from July onwards must have noticed the Himalayan Balsam,
growing and blooming in profusion. As beekeepers we give thanks for the honey it provides in a season
when other plants are perhaps miles from our apiaries. But have you ever wondered at its success and how
well it grows.
I have studied its progression since 1975. I had thought it possible that it might be spread by water, but
then how did it get upstream and away from rivers and dykes. After much head scratching and research I
discovered that it must be birds that carry their seed, passing through their gut and landing in suitable areas for germination. You will have noticed that it grows in land not used by sheep and cattle.
People who are concerned about the ‘Alien in our midst’, such as the RHS, and who regularly organise its
destruction on all land, public or otherwise, should ‘bash the balsam’ at their peril. I suggest it would be
more humane to shoot birds with a shotgun than letting them starve.
Yours sincerely
John Hunt.

Dave Shannon - Preparing for the Show Bench
Sections
Square Sections
Section honey has for many years been considered the absolute best product from the hives, and the premium
in cut comb production. The person we have to thank for first producing this product was a very eminent Russian beekeeper called Peter Prokopovitch over 170 years ago. Sections both round and square are the purest
form of honey to come from the bee hives as they are virtually untouched by human hands from when we put
them into our hives until they are consumed by the purchaser. Square sections were the first type to be produced and then, more recently, the plastic round version made section production even more popular with
beekeepers in the 70’s as they are so much easier to produce, but still remaining a premium product.
Components required.
Section box, section square wooden strips, super thin wax squares for sections, Plastic dividers, tension board
and springs x 2
If you go down the path of doing it yourself a section box is required, as square sections do not fit into a normal national super. They require a special box designed especially for the purpose. The national section box
holds 40 sections when full . This box is open at the top to allow the individual sections, when once assembled,
to be fitted in. It is slatted at the bottom to allow you to stand the sections on them whilst assembly is taking
place, plus the spaces between that allow the bees access to the sections from the brood box below when
they are finally in place in the hive. They come in a bundles of 10s I believe, but 40 are required to totally fill
the box. I would also allow a few extra for breakages whilst assembly is taking place as they are quite fragile.
The section outer cases come in flat strips, made from fine light good quality timbers and are notched out to
allow them to be folded into the square shape around the wax square. They are also slotted on the inside to
hold the wax in place. However do not try to fold them while the wooden strips are dry! They will snap. First
they require soaking in a bath of warm water, say 10 at a time for 10mins. This makes them soft and pliable.
Take a wooden section strip and fold it with the notched out lines and slots on the inside forming a square.
One of the four sides is split into two halves and this is the top. One edge is notched out on both these pieces
and slots into the opposing corner locking the square in place. Only fasten one strip in place, then slide your
wax square down into the pre cut groves on the inside of the square, sometimes this may have to be trimmed
slightly to fit snuggly. Take care to make sure that you keep the wax embedded in the slots, then close the last
hinged strip to form a completed square with the wax inside. Repeat this until you have a row of 4 sections in
the box then place a divider, separating that row from the next. If this is not done the bees will form brace
comb between the two and stick everything together in a total mess. Repeat this process until the box is full.
You will then have a small gap left over. This is when we use our tension board but don't forget to put in a last
plastic divider first separating the two. After the board use the two section box springs to slot in between the
tension board and the box wall, this secures everything and keeps it all tight and secure.
When this is completed, the honey flow is on and your hive is bursting with bees, you are ready to go off to
the moor, praying for a fair wind and good conditions to allow your bees to fill your lovely sections up. Each
full section will weigh between 14/17 oz. when full. When the flow has stopped bring them home, take off
your sections and clean the outside of the wooden casing thoroughly. Weigh it then place into a presentation case to sell. Add your individual sections weight to the carton and address details and you are ready to
go. If you are not selling them straight away, they can be stored in a freezer. Wrap in cling film in batches of
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6/8, then seal them in a box before placing in freezer. Here they will stay in good condition for months. Always allow a few days to defrost before selling on. With these products only use and sell the fully sealed
sections. Unsealed sections should be pressed out for jarring. Alternatively feed them back to the bees. If
the bees clean them out well, use them next year to save the bees drawing out the comb again.

Round Sections
As with the wooden sections, these can be bought complete in the box from your beekeeping stockists. Once
again they are not cheap but potentially very profitable. When full and sold on they achieve a premium price
due to their excellent quality .The big difference is that the rounds cases are all plastic, not wooden, and very
easy to assemble. You can also clean them up again for future use, only having to purchase more rings and labels, so there is less outlay the second time around. You will however still need a section box.
ROSS ROUNDS™ equipment consists of brown moulded plastic frames into which, when split in two, you place
your white plastic rings. There is one in each circular section, a total of eight per frame. A good tip is to smear
very lightly the outer rim of your rings with Vaseline to stop them sticking prior to putting them into the frame.
Then place a thin sheet of wax foundation on one side of the frame covering over the top of 4 of the rings.
Then carefully fold the two halves of the brown frame together to form one unit and click together. These are
then placed in a wood super or rack. When full, add the tension board and springs and they are ready to be
filled with honey by the bees. Plastic covers are made to fit the top and bottom of the sections when full, and
a wrap-around label completes the package. Covers can be clear both top or bottom, or a clear cover on top
and an opaque cover on the bottom. This last arrangement is preferred by some commercial beekeepers. All
can be purchased individually including the wax sheets that are cut to fit the four round sections in one piece
so you make up a row a time not individuals. You will also need a pack of labels. It is often said it is easier to
produce rounds rather than square sections as the bees fill them better with being round. Sometimes with the
squares the bees don't fill the corners correctly, which is not a problem with the rounds.
When the rounds are full and the flow has finished, take off the box and take out a section of 4 rounds. Split
the dark brown section cover into two halves carefully with a blunt knife and go around the clear plastic section ring to enable you to remove it and its contents. You may need a very thin knife to slide around the outer
of each ring to penetrate and cut cleanly through the wax in the middle. Clean up the outside of the ring,
weigh each one as you go and place it into your clear plastic show case base and put on the lid. Each round
section, when fully sealed, should weigh between 12 and14 oz. You can buy the labels in a roll of as many as
you require. Peel off the protective cover and stick it to the outer rim of the clear show case. Add your rounds
weight to the label and if for sale address details. This acts as a label and as a tamper proof label also ensuring
freshness of the product within. If you don't wish to sell them straight away I place them into a stack of 10,
cover them with cling film and then into a box in the freezer. They will stay fresh like this for months. Just bring
them out 24 hrs. before you need them to defrost and they are as fresh as the day they went in and ready for
sale. This applies to both products.
I do hope you have a go at this method of honey production as they are great product, great on the show
bench and very popular with the public as a tasty treat of the highest quality.
Happy beekeeping
Dave Shannon
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Malcolm Padfield’s Beekeeping Diary
A wonderful summer extending well into autumn has seen many happy beekeepers with good yields from rape, clover
and balsam with heather still looking good .After a promising start to the year, my fortunes have taken a downward
turn. Promised Q’s did not arrive until August so the problems of failing Q’s could not be addressed in the usual way. I
had recourse to taking in virgins from good sources and hoping to get them mated from my own stock. This proved to
be a waste of time with a success rate of about 20% and the Q’s raised producing aggressive offspring. Lots of Q’s have
either ‘disappeared’ or become drone layers.
I don’t seem to be alone in having difficulties raising Q’s. At least one member of our group has been in the same predicament. Adopting a Job approach, I sauntered on and hoped for better things. Mated Q’s were finally set to arrive so
the possibility of September introduction looked to be on the cards.
A visit from the Bee Inspector put a further damper on my already low spirits. I have sixteen hives on four sites all more
than flying distance apart. I had failed to spot anything untoward but the main man found a slight infection of EFB in
one of the six hives in one apiary. This was duly shook swarmed and I am awaiting the result. The only positive from this
is that my apiary hygiene must be in order as to date there has been no transfer.
The mated Q’s have had to be passed to one of my friends to be built up off site and cannot be incorporated into my
stock until I get the all clear. What really annoys me is that I have not been told who else in the ‘area’ has this problem.
The popular notion is that it is somehow the fault of the poor soul who has the infection. Why can’t we have an open
declaration and so help identify the source of the problem. We seem to be obsessed with protecting information on the
one hand, whilst having a Freedom of Information Act on the other. In the words of a very old cartoon character in a
newspaper: “Daft I call it!”
In an old loco shed within flying distance of my home apiary- a mere two hundred yards- I have located and been allowed to destroy a feral colony and seal up the stonework. Was this the source which has affected/infected me and a
number of others in the vicinity over the last three years? Hoping that this would prove to be the case, I was somewhat
unnerved when I was asked (yesterday 17th Sept 2014) if I would visit the same company again because they thought
they had ‘another set of bees’ in another part of the building, not in open view but even closer to my boundary- a
mere 50 yards. Is this a continuing nightmare? I will know when I visit next week, about the same time as the return visit of the Bee Inspector!!
So enough of my tale of woe: it is time to be thinking of shutting down for the year.
The real extent of the yields will be soon being worked out and I hope they will reflect the good weather we have been
blessed with.
What of next year? The changes to the ‘rules of farming’ in respect of what crop rotations are going to be in place
seems to be a mystery but the farmer whose land I have hives on informed me that he is growing no rape at all next
year, instead he is growing maize to provide silage for another farmer who is in the diary business. The low rape prices
of this year may have convinced others to move in this or a similar direction. Seed sales for rape are down by some 20%
with loss of new nicotinoids from their arsenal of control chemicals. Spring and winter bean seed sales are up by as
much as 60% from some suppliers so the reduction in yield from rape will be offset to some extent- but what chemicals
will these crops be sprayed with?
The Bee Farmers of Scotland can breathe a sigh of relief as they will be able to use any existing labels labels printed with
‘Product of the UK’.
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Modular Tutorials 2014 / 2015

Module 1, 3 & 8

Saturday 4th October

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.1 - 1.7

Chris Coulson

Saturday 4th October

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.1 - 3.8

Ivor Flatman

Saturday 1st November

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.8 - 1.16

Gerry Collins

Saturday 1st November

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.9 - 3.15

Greg Sharp

Saturday 10th January

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.17 - 1.26

Phil Khorassandjian

Saturday 10th January

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.16 - 3.20 & 3.26

John Whitaker

Saturday 7th February

10.00 - 12.30

Module 1 1.27 - 1.35

Tony Jefferson

Saturday 7th February

13.00 - 15.00

Module 3 3.21 - 3.28

Simon Maslin

Saturday 17th January

10.00 - 12.30

Module 8 8.15, 8.18 - 20

Wendy Maslin

8.24 - 8.26

Simon Maslin

The future of

Modern Beekeeping are suppliers of high density
polystyrene beehives, beekeeping clothing and honey
processing equipment for both the hobbyist and
commercial beekeeper.
Polystyrene beehives have been used in Europe for over
30
years, where they have proved durable and very
effective.
These types of hive insulate the bees from extremes of

Visit our website and sign up to our
Newsletter

Tel: 0844

888 0573

sales@modernbeekeeping.c

w w w.modernbeekeeping.c
Registered Address: Modern Beekeeping, S&E Enterprises, Westacott Road, Barnstaple EX32
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Appointment of two new directors of Beecraft Limited.
In 2019, Beecraft will be celebrating its centenary. Although this is six years away the Chief Executive and Chairman,
Andrew Gibb and Michael Badger respectively, are looking ahead to the future of the Beecraft organisation. To this
end, they are conscious that the organisation is continually developing to meet the challenges imposed upon it by
the developments in media presentation. They are seeking three new directors to replace those who have decided
to retire in the next two years after many years of good service to Beecraft Limited. They will be sadly missed.
The success of Beecraft is due to a number of key issues. The main one is felt to be affability amongst all those involved, especially amongst the consultants and volunteers. We pride ourselves on a more or less non-existent churn
rate amongst those involved in the running of Beecraft.
With this in mind we are looking for individuals to join us on a voluntary basis. They will be fully reimbursed for travelling and other disbursements that they may expend in their roles and acting for us. Each director is assigned to a
consultant to assist in their work portfolio. In addition, we hold 5 board meetings per year and two social events. All
directors are properly insured for issues concerning their duties as a director, including personnel injury whilst acting
on Beecraft business.
If you are interested please contact Andrew Gibb by email in the first instance Andrew@andrewgibb.com introducing yourself with a short narrative of your expertise.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Michael Badger
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BEE IMPROVEMENT FOR ALL - ONE DAY BIBBA WORKSHOP
Leeds BKA are delighted to be teaming up with BIBBA ( Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association) to
run a one day workshop to help you improve the quality of your bees. BIBBA has developed an international
reputation for its work in the area of bee breeding and improvement. They will run this workshop and will explain, in a straightforward way, how you can improve your bees.
The workshop will have something for everybody, whether you are new to the craft or with more experience. It
will encourage the "ordinary" (that's most of us) amateur beekeepers to assess their colonies with a view to improving their bees using criteria you set yourself. This will doubtless include things like temper, honey getting
skills, "swarminess" etc. Simple recording will give information which colonies to cull and which to breed
from. There is encouragement to make use of some of the opportunities given to us by the bees to rear queens
using natural methods i.e. a swarming colony, as well as some of the simpler "artificial" methods that will suit
the beekeeper or groups that need more queens. All suggested methods will be easily understood and suitable
for all beekeepers ,including beginners ,improvers and the more experienced.
Amongst the topics covered will be
- rearing queens from local colonies to avoid buying them
- using naturally produced queen cells
- changing queens in colonies
- making up mating nuclei
And much more
(More details can be found on the BIBBA site at www.bibba.com )
Many beekeepers believe some of the current bee problems have been caused by the importation of bees and
queens. This course will help beekeepers to rear their own queens from local stock and not rely on imports.

These workshops started in 2013 and feedback from attendees has been tremendous.
The workshop will be held in Barwick in Elmet Village Hall, Chapel Lane, Barwick in Elmet, Leeds,
LS154EL on Sat 17 January 2015.It is close to the A64 and A1M. Directions can be found on Google Maps.
The event will run from 0930 to 1630 with suitable breaks throughout the day. Refreshments will be supplied
free of charge. However in order to keep costs down we will not be supplying lunch, so please feel free to
bring a "pack up".
Places for this day cost just £10. Payments can be made vis https://webcollect.org.uk/lbka or via the link on the
“Home” page of leedsbeekeepers.org.uk
Places are limited and the event is bound to be extremely popular so we would urge early booking.
So grab this opportunity to learn how to improve your beekeeping next yeas, meet other beekeepers / talk bees,
in the otherwise beekeeping "down season".
Any difficulties or questions please call 07905949311
Dave Barrett

14

This photograph was taken at Whitby in 1976. The person on the left is Phillip Lumley. Next to
him is John Dews and then Jack Barker. The man behind is Donald Foxton. But who is the man
with the shooting stick?. Does anyone know? If you do please contact Michael Badger.

Small Hive Beetle
It has been confirmed on 12th Sept that Small Hive Beetle has been found in the South West of Italy. It was present in
three nucleus hives set up near the port at Gioia Tauro (one of the largest ports in the world) by the regional University of Agriculture. I believe these hives were set up in this area for much the same purpose as we have our network
of Sentinel Apiaries – giving some hope that our own network would give an early indication of an incursion into the
UK.
However, these nucleus hives had only been in place since March this year and SHB was found in a second apiary
nearby last week. We do not know as yet whether the two apiaries were affected by the same incursion into the region, or whether the beetle has spread from one to the other, or if it has already become established.
If SHB has arrived in Italy through transportation of produce into the port at Gioia Tauro, it could just as easily have
occurred at Felixstowe or one of the other major ports in the UK.
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National Honey Show 2014
This year the National Honey Show opens on Thursday morning, 30th October, for the first two lectures (9.30am and 11am), the Trade Hall opens at noon and the Show Opening Ceremony is at
2pm. The show then continues with lectures and workshops in the afternoon.
We hope you’re having a bumper honey harvest this summer and as you admire the hard work of
your bees (and yourselves of course) do start to think about how you can further celebrate not just
by eating it all. With stunning presentation walk away with prizes at both your local honey shows
and also at the National Honey Show.
If you’re new to all this, your local shows are a good place to start. Talk to all the other exhibitors,
they are usually willing to share their tips for getting the last air bubbles out etc. etc. Offer to steward for the judges, and observe what they are looking for. The same goes for county shows and
also the National Honey Show. We always welcome offers of help, so do contact us if you are interested in stewarding! It’s a good way to learn. The best judges have a long history of exhibiting,
stewarding and willingness to learn as much as possible, and have a lot to offer.
When all the judging is over by Thursday (sometimes late) lunchtime, we still have the rest of the
show to enjoy with the full programme of lectures and workshops, and the golden opportunity to
browse the wide range of show stands, as well as collect any pre-ordered goodies, saving the cost
of carriage. The schedule should land on your doormat any minute now if you are a National Honey Show member. It’s not too late to join you can download a form (and/or the Schedule itself)
from the website. Membership also includes entry to the Show itself and attendance at any of the
lectures over all three days.
Workshops, by their nature, have limited capacity. Our on line booking system will open as usual
on 1st September http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/booking If you don’t have access to the internet,
ask at your local library, most libraries now have internet facilities.
Over the last two or three years there have been some new entry classes. One of interest was the
commercial honey beer class which has attracted quite a few entries and we hope, inspired the
industry to continue celebrating honey in this way.
Another to try your hand at, introduced last year, is the microscopy class. The closing date is a little earlier for this class as we need time to prepare a larger exhibit for display. Were you inspired
by the Quekett educational stand at last year’s show?
57. ▲One Microscope slide, 3” x 1”, subject pollen or honey bee anatomy, labelled in
accordance with instructions issued by entries secretary. Exhibits will be photographed by the National Honey Show for display purposes at the show. First: £10;
Second: £7; Third: £5. (Sponsor: Bee Craft)
For 2014 we have two new classes: Class 6 for 2 jars of set honey; and Class 41 one bottle of
sweet and one bottle of dry mead.
There are also many classes to tempt the artistic and inventive among us: label design, photography, needlecraft etc, and there is a wide selection of classes for juniors and schools: we’d love to
see you there.
Time constraints prevent detailed judges’ comments for every entry but two of the Gift Classes: Class 5:
Two jars of liquid honey and Class 6: Two jars of set honey will have judges’ feedback for every entry.
Many of the judges stay at the show during Thursday afternoon, some for Friday and/or Saturday, and
would be happy to answer interested enquiries about the classes they have judged. Any exhibitor is free to
approach any judges who are around after judging is complete.

Visitors to the Show will remember that the National Honey Show publishes a series of booklets on
showing a range of honey products, pollen, judging, plus a short history of the National Honey
Show. New editions of the complete range will be available during this year’s show. We’d like to
thank the many individuals (you all know who you are – thank you!!!) who have undertaken the
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task of bringing the various texts up to date, and BeeCraft magazine for their huge contribution in
designing and laying out the revised booklets. The booclets will be on view for all three days in the
Trade Hall so do come and browse.
Because we have such a full programme, many visitors are torn between which of the parallel
lectures/workshops to attend. Eight of the 2013 lectures are available on the National Honey Show
YouTube channel for you to revisit as often as you wish. We have been amazed and delighted at
their popularity: they have had a total of over 98,000 views to date.
This makes us very much want to continue sharing our prestigious lectures with the rest of the
world, but leaves us with a rather large funding problem. For 2013 we were fortunate in receiving a
grant from the National Lottery. We are currently applying for grant funding for 2014, but these are
one-off contributions. We would love the support of continuing sponsorship so do spread the word
for this fantastic opportunity for 98,000 sponsorship acknowledgements. Anyone interested is most
welcome to get in touch.
In the meantime we are dedicating the proceeds from the National Honey Show raffle to the video
enterprise. To this end, we very much appreciate all support. If you have a local meeting, county
show or other event before the end of October, please e-mail
nationalhoneyshownews@gmail.com and let us know how many raffle ticket booklets you would
like, and the address to send them to. The draw is held at the show on Saturday afternoon, but
ticket stubs can be returned to Christa (at the address on the tickets) beforehand.
Back to the show itself. It’s a great event and good to see everyone from far and wide catching up
on the year’s news.
We’ve a great series of lectures on the latest topics of international interest (full details in the
Schedule and on the website) as well as the Saturday lectures for those new to beekeeping,
and/or just interested in Yearly Beekeeping Activities, Swarms, Diseases, and Products of the Hive
for Showing.
As ever, the National Honey Show relies on a large team of volunteers, and all offers of help are
most welcome. Do contact us, - you can e-mail the Show Secretary at showsec@zbee.com and
he will pass your offer to the right person – if you can spare some time at the show to help.
We have a unique collection of displays, lectures and networking opportunities at the National
Honey Show, and look forward to seeing you at the Show this autumn: Thursday 30th October to
Saturday 1st November 2014 once more at St Georges College, Weybridge.
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