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Chairman’s Notes: What a catastrophic year 2020 has turned out to
be with Covid19 dominating everyone’s life globally. Some areas in
the YBKA remit are under lockdown rules, yet again, to try to
contain the spread of this disease. A real positive of being a
beekeeper during these times is the fact that we can still get out
to tend our bees at this time of self-isolation! Another, if you are
like me, will be that your garden has probably never had as much
attention over the spring and summer and is now showing lovely
displays of flowers, fruits, and veggies that our pollinators are
really enjoying.
It has also been an extreme year weather-wise, with heavy rains causing flooding in
many areas in the early spring, creating major challenges to our farmers trying to get
into their fields to plant crops. On the other hand, crops that were already planted were
under water for several weeks, rendering them ruined. After this we had a long dry
period of near-drought conditions, when newly planted crops and flowers were finding
it hard to germinate. Through all these extremes, our bees have continued to gather in
nectar, and overall it appears that beekeepers have done quite well with their honey
crops, providing a good surplus of honey with a very low water content - perfect for
showing. It is such a pity that most, if not all, of our county / local agricultural shows,
including honey shows, have had to close-down throughout the country due to the
Corona pandemic. Not only disappointing for the thousands of people that usually
attend these events, but also creating fiscal challenges for the long-term future of the
sector. They need the income generated by attendees to continue running. I am
concerned that many shows may not survive this financial loss.
I am informed by our Exams Officer, Kirit Gorhandas, that all November 2020 exam
applicants have been updated with the current situation regarding BBKA exams. If you
do need any further information, please contact Kirit. For information or enquiries
regarding further training events / workshops please contact Claire McGettigan.
If you feel that you can contribute an article relevant to beekeeping for our newsletter
please forward it to Chris Barlow, our Newsletter Editor. I know he will be most
appreciative. We would love to receive your stories, tips, and interesting pictures for
future editions. Don’t be shy!
Happy beekeeping
Dave Shannon
Y.B.K.A. Chairman.
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Stop the Press – Countryside Live 2020
– Cancelled

I have very recently been informed by YAS that due to the current Covid-19 situation the
Trustees had to take the difficult decision to cancel Countryside Live 2020. This
information has now been posted on their website.
Consequently, this year’s YBKA Honey Show will not take place. Whilst very
disappointing, events such as Countryside Live are not currently permissible and present
significant challenges to be held safely. Everyone’s safety is a key priority at this
moment in time and this is clearly the right decision to make.
I would like to thank all the stewards and judges who had committed to this year’s show
and look forward to 2021 when we can hold a bigger and even better show, displaying
the excellent products produced by YBKA members.
Mark Millard
YBKA Chief Honey Steward

Postponement of training events
Autumn/Winter 2020/21
As the Covid-19 crisis continues, we have reluctantly taken the decision to postpone the
following YBKA events
Cosmetics workshops, Saturday September 26th, 2020
Module 1 training, Saturday October 17th, 2020
Module 2, Saturday November 7th, 2020
Module 3, Saturday January 9th, 2021
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We will look to reschedule these events as soon as it is safe to do so for both
participants and speakers, with priority for places being given to those people who were
originally booked on the dates above.

Beekeeper Worzel
Displays of scarecrows and scarecrow
competitions seem to be gaining in
popularity. When the village of Keyingham to
the east of Hull had its scarecrow weekend
two of the Beverley BKA members, Dave and
Julia Cooper, came up with an interesting
design, as you can see from the photo. Dave
said: "Our scarecrow has generated a lot of
interest from passers-by and we have been
able to use it as a way to promote the
beekeeping and honeybee message to our
neighbours".
Good to see some flying bees outside the
hive, the colony must be thriving! Well
done Dave and Julia.

Allan Carswell,
Beverley BKA

In the Apiary August 2020
Well, July has given us a mixed bag of weather which may have affected the summer
honey crop in some areas. August is the time of year where we prepare to take off the
summer crop and start preparations for our bees to survive through winter.
By now if you are taking bees to the heather they should already be on the moor and we
will be hoping for a favourable crop, weather permitting. The bees in my area are
starting to work the Himalayan Balsam, returning to the hive with the tell-tail white
stripe on the back of their thorax.
Throughout August, remove any supers that are ready for extraction and ideally place
any ‘wet’ extracted supers back on the hive they were removed from. Place them above
a crown board so that bees can access the super and within a couple of days they will
have cleaned the comb out so that it is dry and ready to be stored for winter. This allows
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the bees to take any remaining honey down into the brood nest for winter stores.
When extracting honey, make sure that you check the moisture content using a
refractometer. This is a simple device to use and can be obtained quite reasonably from
a certain online auction site. If you don’t have a refractometer, I am sure that someone
in your association will demonstrate how to use one and check the honey for you. The
water content on floral honey should not exceed 20% and for heather honey the
maximum permitted water content is 23%. Once your honey is extracted store in food
grade plastic buckets with an air-tight lid. Fill the bucket as close to the rim as possible
to reduce the amount of air space between the honey and lid to prevent wild yeasts in
the air from fermenting the honey. Label the bucket with details you may require for
your records such as date extracted, from which apiary, type of honey (if known), weight
and water content. Store your buckets in a cool dark place and ideally use the older
stock first when required.
Whilst extracting, you may sample something that you would wish to enter in a show.
Most shows have been cancelled this year, but keep in mind the early shows of next year
and put any particularly good honey to one side, making a note that you intend entering
it into shows.
Once the harvest is complete remember to thoroughly clean the extraction equipment.
Use food grade lubricant if necessary and wrap and seal the extractor as it will not be
needed again until next spring.
We need to consider making plans for the colonies going into winter. As the size of the
brood nest decreases, bees should be placing stores in the brood box, which also
includes pollen. We must consider whether we need to start feeding them to top up
their stores. Whilst there is no exact figure, as colonies of different size and strain
require different amounts, the general rule of thumb is 45 to 55 lb of stores are required
to get them through winter. A full brood frame will usually contain 10lb of stores.
Feeding should be completed by the end of September but can take place as soon as the
honey is harvested. Any late nectar collected by the bees from such as ivy is, in my mind,
a bonus for the bees. You can feed the bees with proprietary inverted syrup or make up
sugar syrup in a 2 to 1 ratio (2lb of sugar to 1 lb water) or 1kg of sugar to 630ml of water.
Remember not to feed bees with brown sugar as it contains impurities and may harm
them. The National Bee Unit have a good ‘Best Practice’ factsheet on feeding, that can
be downloaded at http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=741.
I tend to leave any uncapped honey for the bees and will under-super (put the super
under the brood box) , removing the queen excluder. I find this is better for me as,
throughout the winter, bees move up towards the crown board which is the warmest
part of the hive. There is less chance of the queen laying in the super if under the brood
box as opposed to leaving the super above. This also means that the super can be used
again for honey production next season, retaining nice clean comb.
During your weekly inspections you need to start assessing the size of colonies and the
condition of the queen. You need to consider whether colonies need requeening or
uniting before winter. The bees will also be assessing the condition of the queen and
you may come across supercedure queen cells. These will be fewer than swarm cells and
are located within the centre of the brood nest.

Yorkshire BKA July 2020 - 5/12 - Edition 25

Image of supercedure queen cells
Once the virgin hatches you may see two queens within the colony together for a time,
mother and daughter.
If your Varroa count is high, treat your bees to get the mite drop down to a lower,
manageable, level. With the honey crop removed thymol treatments can now be used.
Remember, if treating for varroa, to record the details of the treatment used including
the expiry date in your records. Also remember to follow the manufacturer’s instructions
and remove and correctly dispose of the treatment after use.
Finally look out for pests such as wasps robbing hives. If wasps are a problem place
traps around to entice them in. I use empty Jam jars with a 5/16 hole drilled in the lid
and put some jam in the bottom. Some use a mixture of beer and jam but why waste
beer?
If wasps are attacking your hive reduce the entrance size to give the colony a greater
chance of defending their stores and fill any gaps in the woodwork where you see them
entering the hive. A bit of gaffer tape will make a good temporary repair until
something more permanent can be arranged.
We must also be vigilant for monitoring for Asian Hornets. If Asian Hornets have
become established, their workers will be hawking the hive entrance seeking protein in
the form of bees leaving or returning to the entrance. Remember, if you identify Asian
Hornets, to report any sightings immediately.
Wishing everyone a bumper crop despite all the adversities this year!
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Mark Millard

Asian Hornet Week
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YBKA CALENDAR 2020
Events Postponed
To be updated

Committee Details
Dave Shannon is Chair of YBKA
Mark Millard is Vice Chair
Norbert Cooper continues as Treasurer
Kirit Gorhandas is Examination and Assessments Officer
Clare McGettigan is Education Training Officer
Linda Schofield is Secretary
Tony Jefferson is the YBKA Delegate to BBKA.
Chris Barlow continues as Newsletter Editor
David Lamont continues as YBKA Webmaster

Classified Adverts
Do you have anything bee related for sale or are you wanting something bee related? If
so, please email newsletter@ybka.org.uk the editor for a free sale or wanted listing

BBKA Forum
The BBKA has a new online forum. This is the web address. Pop along, sign up and say
hello. www.bbkaforum.co.uk
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