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Chair’s report: October signifies the end of a challenging
beekeeping season, and year as a whole, for 2020; with its offerings
of floods, droughts and Covid-19 restrictions. A year, I am sure,
many will hope won’t be repeated. Over the past few weeks, I have
spoken with many beekeepers throughout the county. Some have
excelled with honey yields this year, whilst others have struggled,
even having to feed their bees since July! Heather has been a
complete disaster in many areas, whilst others were quite
productive.
The government guidelines, allowing beekeepers to continue to visit and manage their
bees in out-apiaries, have been a blessing and a great stress relief from the restrictions
we have had to endure so far this year. Let's all hope that a vaccine can be developed,
over the next few months, to bring this terrible virus under control; allowing us to get
back to some form of normality without the risk of contracting or spreading the virus.
Until such a time we must still manage our bees, preferably alone, remembering all
apiary visits with close gatherings are still not permitted. We are being given special
privileges to attend our bees so please follow the guidelines. Personally, I carry a
printed copy of the “Beekeepers Dispensation Form” in my car at all times and
recommend each of you who has
an out-apiary do the same. If you are stopped by the Authorities, then simply hand it
over to them and I'm sure you'll be allowed to continue undisturbed. I know of several
beekeepers this has happened to and all went well by simply showing this document.
Despite all these restrictions, the YBKA Committee is still functioning, through our
regular Zoom meetings; albeit restricted in the activities we would like to pursue for the
season of 2021. We are hoping to expand Zoom meetings in the future to allow more
“virtual” activities to be carried out, over the winter months and into next year. More
details regarding these will follow in our newsletter, on the website and via eR2.
Just a reminder for everyone that this year’s YBKA AGM will not go ahead under the
present restrictions, but all reports and relevant paperwork will be circulated via eR2. At
our September Zoom meeting all executive officers and post holders of the committee
agreed to continue in place for the present, to comply with the requirements of the
Charities Commission. I would like to thank each of the area representatives who join in
our Zoom committee meetings. Hopefully, they are able to give brief reports to their
own association members and inform them that we are working hard to try to provide
some programmes for members that can be accessed on line, should the current
restrictions continue. Until then, stay safe and keep checking your bees!
Dave Shannon
YBKA Chairman
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Photo of the month
Linda's honey harvest, well done Linda

If at first you don’t succeed……..
Editor Chris Barlow is the one “to blame” for the inclusion of this photo! I
forwarded it to him, not to boast, but just to share my delight that after 7
years of trying, I have finally managed to achieve a honey harvest of some
size.
In my first year, I “managed” to lose my only colony to the dreaded laying
worker syndrome. In year two, I was confidently promising friends and
associates that they would “not be forgotten” when I took off the
season’s stores. Shamefacedly, I was able to put all that year’s surplus
into a small jar and could only offer those on a promise a “taste” from a
wooden dipper stick. As the years passed, I progressed to bottling up my
haul into those tiny “favour” jars, always anticipating that I would get
nothing, but often wishing I had been bolder and gone for an 8oz
container or two, as I realised that what looked like a measly inch in the
bottom of the extractor, translated into a much larger volume in respect
of jars. Last year, I managed some cut comb and a modest assortment of
the 85gm and 8oz containers, but the contents were unreliable, as my
honey tends to soft set and whilst some was butter smooth, the rest was
gritty with coarse crystals. My honey harvest was a standing joke at the
ABKA AGM and the annual Honey Show.
The Airedale area is a non-arable district and we do not have the oil seed
rape and other main crop bonanzas experienced in many parts of
Yorkshire. Our forage sources range from tree blossoms, flora in parks
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and gardens, wildflower areas and scrub land and the late season
bonuses of Himalayan Balsam and heather (if the surrounding moorland
withstands the challenges posed by disposable barbecues and
unseasonal drought). This year, the heather has certainly done well here.
Our honey is a blend of many flavours and never type-cast. ABKA
President, Peter Hewitt, a Honey Judge of many years’ experience says
that Airedale Honey is amongst the best he has tasted.
Hopefully, this year I have turned a corner and can look forward to more
of the same in years to come, bees, weather and forage supplies
permitting. Never say never!
Linda Schofield

Changing your email address?
As eR2 has taken off across the county, it has been great to hear from so
many members who want to make sure their email address is correctly
recorded on the system to keep in touch.
The next, logical step in this process is to guide members to the person in
their district association, who has editing rights, to update their eR2
details locally. Usually, this person will be either your association
Membership Secretary or your Treasurer. So, if you are intending to
change any of your personal details: email; contact number; address or
name, please make your district association “editor” your first port of call.
Many thanks to YBKA Treasurer and eR2 Manager, Norbert Cooper, who
has been updating your records so far, but let’s see if we can give him
some time off for good behaviour now and go local!
Linda Schofield

Feeding our bees with thick syrup can take time if
you don't have many 'proper' feeders!
So why not use my trick and use old milk containers. The
number you use can be varied and at the same time give
plastic a “second go” before it's recycled. There are 'tricks'
or skills to this and so it's best to practice with water until
you are confident of your technique. I use 2.2 litre milk
containers because I usually generate plenty, they have
more or less flattish sides.
I have noticed that milk container tops have got shallower
over the years, probably to save plastic, and the container
has a second seal under the screw cap. If I'm in doubt
about the security of the container/cap seal, I put a piece
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of cling film over the container's mouth.
How's it done? Fill the clean milk container to the top of
the neck with cold or cool 2:1 sugar syrup --not hot as this
will force the feed out. Screw the top on (with or without
cling film) and tip the container on its side to make sure
the top doesn't leak. Work out how many of your milk
containers you can fit in an empty super box. Place an
empty super on the brood box frames or queen excluder
below the crown board. Just before putting each syrupfilled container into the super, pierce numerous holes
into the lower-most surface and place it into the empty
super, pierced side down. Watch for a second or two to
make sure syrup is not flooding out.
To make the holes I use a frame nail set in a wooden handle. I hammer the nail into a
wooden rod, cut off the head and sharpen the shaft to a point. If the holes are too big
the container is liable to leak syrup. A small needle would do.
Occasionally the holes can become blocked but it's easy to make more in the container
and put it in again. It's easy to see how they are taking the feed, as the milk container(s)
collapse.

Chris Coulson

Keeping Them Square.
As winter approaches the thoughts of beekeepers turn
towards equipment. Catalogues are pored over and
wish lists for Christmas presents start to be jotted
down. But of course, there is always the task of
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keeping equipment in good order for next years 'bumper crop' of honey -- well, we
beekeepers are optimists if nothing else! Winter maintenance activities have been more
fully discussed in Wareing and Coulson. Bee Craft. Nov 2019 Vol 101. No 11.
Wooden brood boxes and supers need attention at the end of the season. Besides
cleaning and sterilising, the soundness of the woodwork itself needs examining.
Runners, castellations, spacers all need cleaning and checking. Considering the
wrenching about these, sometimes heavy, boxes get it's not surprising they go out of
'true'; because as the corners become loose, the box goes out of square. Putting supers
on which don't quite fit is not only annoying but can lead to gaps and the unwanted
attention of wasps and robber bees.
I'm sure older beekeepers are aware of many
wood working tricks and could tell me a thing
or two, but new beekeepers may need a little
help. Keeping a super or brood square while
hammering a nail in or gluing the joint is not
always easy. So, here's how you can do it with
just a set square, a couple of bits of 'gash
timber' and four nails --and of course a
hammer!
Put the super or brood box on a flat surface
top side down. Nail one piece of 'gash' wood by
one end onto a bottom edge of the box near a corner. Using the set square make the
corner square and then nail the other end of wood to the opposite side of that corner.
Do this again to the diagonally opposite corner. This will hold all four corners as right
angles. The corner can then be re-nailed with the knowledge it is now 'true'. Screws can
be used and have the advantage they can be more easily removed than nails. Corners
can also be glued but unless they are taken apart the only way is to run wood glue along
the joints (inside and out) and rub the adhesive into the joint. This is easier with lap
joints than dovetails unless the dovetails are badly sprung. If you use wood glue leave
the super or brood over night for the glue to set.

Chris Coulson Beverley BKA
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In the Apiary: October 2020
By now winter preparations will be almost complete. Any surplus honey should have
been removed, extracted, or pressed out. Alternatively, stored supers should be in a
warm, bee-proof, place ready for extraction over the coming weeks.
Varroa treatments should be well underway and ideally completed by now as October is
the time to make final preparations for winter. As we already know the days are getting
shorter, the nights much colder and forage is becoming scarcer. Ivy and Himalayan
Balsam are still out where I live, and on warm days bees are working it, topping up their
much-needed stores for the winter.
Remember to keep checking the weight of the hives to ensure they have sufficient
stores to get them through the winter. They need approximately 55lb of stores so if
they are light it is still not too late to give them a liquid feed if the weather
temperatures remain favourable.
Commercially produced syrup can be converted more quickly than sugar syrup as it is
already inverted. As mentioned in previous articles sugar syrup is easily made and a
heavy concentrate is required at this time of year 2:1 i.e. 2 lb of sugar to 1pt of water.
Warm the solution so that the sugar dissolves and the liquid clears. It is then ready to
feed, using a rapid feeder. Once feeding is completed remove the feeders and clean
thoroughly for storage.
Ideally large strong colonies should be taken into the winter, but if your colony is small
consider whether it is in the best hive for winter. Small colonies have a better chance of
overwintering in a polystyrene nuc.
Now is the time to ensure that hives are sound, secure, and waterproof. It is often not
the cold that kills the bees but the damp. Damp conditions can also cause mould
growth on combs, stress the bees, and create the risk of Nosema. As equipment is being
removed, it is time to make your “to do” list, of what needs repairing/replacing over the
winter months.
There is the ongoing debate between ventilation and insulation. As heat is lost through
the roof many beekeepers insulate the roof with an insulating material such as Kingspan
or similar products. There is the other theory that to prevent the build-up of
condensation in the hive, good ventilation is required. Anyone who has read Interviews
with Beekeepers will see this is a question often asked and the differing opinions that
come back. Personally, I insulate to help retain heat but also believe it is vital that you
keep good ventilation throughout the hive, so ensure that the roof vents are not
blocked by any insulation material used.
Now is the time to make sure all hive stands are in good condition and on a firm footing.
If on wet, boggy, ground then placing stands on paving flags is a good idea.
Wasps are still around so check that boxes are wasp-tight and entrances are reduced. If
you don’t have shallow mouse proof entrances 6 – 10mm then mouse guards should be
fitted towards the end of October. Place a heavy stone on hive lids to prevent winter
winds blowing off the roof.
Whilst we have been fortunate this year, in respect of Asian Hornets, remain vigilant as
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they could still be about during October. Use sugar-rich bait in traps and keep an eye
out for Asian Hornets on flowering ivy, a late source of nectar. As leaves begin to fall
from trees, nests will also become more obvious. If you haven’t already done so,
consider downloading the Asian Hornet App onto your smart phone. More information
can be found on their website http://www.nonnativespecies.org/home/index.cfm
Mark Millard

YBKA CALENDAR 2020
Events postponed
To be updated

Committee Details
Dave Shannon is Chair of YBKA
Mark Millard is Vice Chair
Norbert Cooper continues as Treasurer
Kirit Gorhandas is Examination and Assessments Officer
Clare McGettigan is Education Training Officer
Linda Schofield is Secretary
Tony Jefferson is the YBKA Delegate to BBKA.
Chris Barlow continues as Newsletter Editor
David Lamont continues as YBKA Webmaster

Classified Adverts
Do you have anything bee related for sale or are you wanting something bee related? If
so, please email newsletter@ybka.org.uk the editor for a free sale or wanted listing
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